
antiques trade

THE ART MARKET WEEKLY

KOOPMAN
(see Client Templates 

for issue versions)

ISSUE 2438  | antiquestradegazette.com  | 18 April 2020  

antiques trade

THE ART MARKET WEEKLY

The British Antique Dealers’ 
Association (BADA) Council is 
giving members who exhibited at 
the curtailed The Open Art Fair 
(TOAF) sums equivalent to 20% of 
their stand rental charges. 

TOAF launched last month after its 
organisers bought a majority stake in 
the BADA Fair last year. Scheduled to 
run for more than a week, it closed 
after just two days on March 19 in the 
face of rapidly growing concerns over 

A switch to online-only sales for 
auction houses has led to a rise in 
marathon sessions.

Rupert Powell clocked in for Forum 
Auctions’ sale of the library of the Bir-
mingham Assay Office on March 26 
which attracted close to 600 regis-
tered bidders.

He said: “I spent over nine hours 
conducting the bidding, with only one 
very short break of around 15 min-
utes.” The sale raised around 
£750,000 on 450 or so lots. Powell 
added: “I don’t think that it could have 
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the  coronavirus. Around a quarter of 
the exhibitors did not attend. 

In a statement released by BADA, 
it said its decision reflects the trade 
body’s 20% ownership of the event as 
well as the 27-year history of its prede-
cessor, the BADA Fair. It added that 
although the event was now open to 
non-members, more than three-quar-
ters of the exhibitors belong to BADA. 

BADA chairman Michael Cohen 
said: “Given the unprecedented cir-
cumstances the exhibitors found 

gone better in the rooms.” 
He wasn’t the only one putting in a 

long shift; on April 7 Antony Cribb’s 
Spring Virtual Arms and Armour sale 
lasted nine and a quarter hours with 
Sarah Lewis on the rostrum, taking 
only five-minute breaks every 100 lots. 
Comprising 566 lots, the sale con-
cluded at 7.23pm.

Among the highlights here was a 
group of presentation swords (see pic-
ture left and on page 4).

Present arms for 
an £11,000 result
Among the highlights of Antony Cribb’s Spring Virtual Arms and Armour 
sale was a collection of presentation swords. The top lot among this group 
was a William IV sword given to a William Bird Brodie (1780-1863). Brodie 
was a banker, bookseller, stationer and a Whig MP for Salisbury between 
1832-43. 

A former officer in the Wiltshire Militia, he was appointed Lt-Col of the Salisbury 
Volunteer Infantry, a unit formed in the wake of the riots which affected the city 
in November 1830. The sword was given by the officers and privates under his 
command as a token of their respect in August 1851. Estimated at £6000-8000, it 
sold at £11,000 (plus 22% buyer’s premium) at the Cribb online-only sale on April 7.

A William IV presentation sword 
with fine gilt classical stirrup hilt 
decorated with acanthus scrolls, 
acorns and oak leaves, contained 
in an engraved gilt scabbard with a 
WIVR cypher – £11,000 at Antony 
Cribb on April 7.

by Frances Allitt
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An important notice about next week’s 
issue 2439, cover date 25 April 2020

Dear reader

With the ongoing lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the art and antiques trade continues to 
face unprecedented circumstances.

This week we are bringing you further examples of how auction houses and dealers are coming to 
terms with the new normal by harnessing the power of the internet to reach their target audiences.

On pages 19 to 23 we present our third selection of 40 objects available online from dealers in the 
UK and beyond, while our auction reports document recent successful sales held as online-only 
events from Edinburgh to Lewes to Heidelberg.

We also report on how auctioneers working remotely, and safely, are putting in even longer hours 
than usual on the rostrum with some sales now lasting 9 to 12 hours.

At Antiques Trade Gazette we know that feeling. The team has been working round the clock  
- remotely and safely - to get your newspaper to press while also maintaining the website and 
social media pages that have for some time been part of our overall offering.

And like dealers and auctioneers, we will again be harnessing the internet next week. Issue 2439 
will be our second digital-only edition. It will be followed by the first edition in May, issue 
2440, which will be a print edition.

Like last week, you will receive an email from us next week informing you when the new issue is 
available for you to view online. 

We did hear from a few readers who, as first-time users of our interactive e-Paper, found it a bit 
difficult to use. Please be assured that we will also provide you with an additional link to go directly 
to a simple PDF of the entire issue that you can download and print if you so wish. 

We are grateful for the feedback from readers who have contacted us to share their appreciation 
for the team’s efforts. 

In a one-off case last week, I printed Ian McKay’s auction report on my home printer and posted it 
to a gentleman who told us he has been filing Ian’s articles for the past 10 years and was unable 
to print pages 14-15. The new PDF we will provide next week should alleviate any further issues. 
As usual, do let our customer services team know.

We hope you and your loved ones are safe and well. Thank you for subscribing to Antiques Trade 
Gazette and we look forward to continuing to serve you in the months and years ahead. 

Matt Ball 
Publishing Director

If you have any queries about your subscription or would like to ensure we have the correct email 
address on your file you can contact our customer services team using the usual methods:

Email: subscriptions@antiquestradegazette.com 

Tel: +44 (0)20 3725 5507
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BADA to refund 
20% stand cost

Auction houses turn to tech to stage sales

Above: a copy in original boards of the much admired Kelmscott 
edition of the works of Geoffrey Chaucer (previewed in ATG No 2429), 
was among the higher-priced lots of Forum’s Birmingham Assay Office 
sale, at £32,000. For more on this auction see p14-15.

Biennale proposes giving exhibitors longer to pay

Continued from front page

Continued from front page

themselves in, the council 
believes this represents a fair 
and balanced approach, one 
that recognises our relationship 
with the event, while ensuring 
we have the funds to keep the 
association running for the 
future benefit of its members.”

At the time of the sale of the 
fair, the trade body indicated 
that proceeds would go to the 
development of its online 
portal.

Cohen reiterated this point, 
calling the web “a method of 
selling that will undoubtedly 
become even more important 
to our trade over the coming 
months and years”.

La Biennale Paris has proposed that poten-
tial exhibitors may spread payment of their 
participation fees out over four months 
after the event. 

Previously participants have been 
required to pay before doors open.

These exceptional measures, proposed 
by the Biennale and the dealers’ association 
Syndicat National des Antiquaires, will 
rely on funding from the State guarantee 
scheme for loans granted to companies 
affected by the Covid-19 outbreak. 

Organised ‘by dealers for dealers’
The fair is one of the many art world fix-
tures impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Its 2020 staging has been postponed by 
a day, taking into account the new Septem-
ber calendar of events. It now runs from 
September 18-22 at the Grand Palais.

Georges de Jonckheere, president of the 

Above: Georges de 
Jonckheere.

Right: La Biennale 
Paris 2019.

event, said: “La Biennale Paris is a fair organ-
ised by dealers for dealers. We must 
participate in the profession’s collective 
effort by helping those dealers hard hit by 
the current health crisis, our objective 
being to resume activity smoothly once the 

crisis is over, and to keep alive the passion 
that we all share.”

The fair will go ahead only if all safety 
conditions are met and in compliance with 
the recommendations of national and 
international health authorities, he added. 

Among the highlights of Antony Cribb’s Spring Virtual Arms and 
Armour on April 7 was a group of presentation swords.  
Above, left to right: A Georgian period silver hilted Irish sabre 
by Osborn & Gunby sold at £4600. An agate hilted sword to Lord 
Grenville which made £3600. A sword presented to Captain George 
Silvertop of the Bywell Yeomanry, 1818, by Prosser sold at £6200. 
A late 18th century or early 19th century sabre by Prosser that took 
£1900. A Georgian presentation sword of the attorney’s cavalry by 
Prosser sold at £1200 (all plus 22% buyer’s premium).

The hammer total for the 
sale reached £354,000 which 
Cribb said is a house record 
with around 90% of the lots 
sold and around 20% of the 
buyers from overseas.

He added that Lewis usually 
speeds through 160 lots an 
hour but with all bids coming 
via the internet, it is a slower 
process: “People have to realise 
that the auctioneer can only do 
around 60 lots an hour for an 
online auction – each bid takes 
2-3 seconds longer.”

The run-up to the auction 
however, was less than smooth. 
Cribb had planned the sale for 
March 24 as a live public auc-
tion. But following the 

government announcements, 
Cribb packed up items from 
the hotel venue and returned 
home. Fellow Berkshire firm 
Flints Auctions stepped in and 
enabled him to set up using its 
technology and purpose-built 
private saleroom.

Cribb said his business con-
tinues to abide by the new 
government guidelines and 
laws and, following the sale, 
collection in person is not per-
mitted – items will be shipped 
using Parcelforce. His next sale 
is in August.

The day before Cribb’s sale, 
on April 6, Wallis & Wallis of 
Lewes in East Sussex held an 
online-only toys and models 
sale. The 493-lot sale had a 95% 
sell-through rate with a 

hammer total of £75,000 – 
proving online-only sales can 
also achieve strong results in 
the collectables market. The 
final lot was offered at around 
6.30pm. With an in-house 
shipping service still in opera-
tion, Wallis & Wallis staff will 
be busy sending out sold lots. 

None, however, could quite 
match the 12-hour marathon 
design sale held by Lyon & 
Turnbull on April 1 (see p8-9).

The major auction houses 
are also ramping up online-
only and timed online sales.

Christie’s announced last 
week it has been lining up con-
signments for both private sales 
and online-only auctions. It 
said its planned online-only 
sales schedule until the end of 
May has grown from an initial 
$9m to $20m (estimate) and it 
has more in the pipeline.

Jussi Pylkkänen, Chris-
tie’s global president, added: 
“We are adapting and I believe 
in future there will be many 
more online and private sales at 
Christie’s after this. We are 
learning from this experience.”

Christie’s is looking at 
options regarding different 
online formats depending on 
the sector and country.

Some are held as timed 
online sales with no auctioneer, 
others have been held with an 
auctioneer in the room via video 
to an online audience bidding 

via its platform and phones.
Sotheby’s has also increased 

the number of online sales 
across the globe and launched 
a digital catalogue for upcom-
ing Contemporary art sales. 
The online timed sales run 
from May 4-14 for Contempo-
rary Art and from May 4-15 for 
its Impressionist & Modern 
Art. In New York it has recon-
figured spirits and wine sales to 
online-only this month.

Phillips announced a series 
of themed, cross-category 
online-only auctions through-
out April and May.

Bonhams has plans for 
online-only sales including its 
fine Southeast Asian arts sale 

called Ritual + Culture, which 
is a timed online sale running 
from April 3-22.

Its motoring division 
announced details of its revised 
UK sales schedule. Auctions 
will take place on May 30 and 
July 25. Sellers will consign 
their cars via Bonhams’ online 
consignment platform.

The auction house said, 
depending on the advice from 
Government at the time, these 
will be either traditional ‘live 
sales’ with viewing or ‘closed 
auctions’ with an auctioneer 
that will be broadcast via 
video.

The division is also increas-
ing its private sale capacity.
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Objets d’Art and  
Bijouterie Sale

Sunday 19th April 11am 
ONLINE AND COMMISSION BIDS ONLY, 

NO VIEWING DATES AVAILABLE

THE OLD SALEROOMS, 28 NETHERHALL ROAD, DONCASTER, SOUTH YORKSHIRE DN1 2PW
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Postage service available after the sale, some limitations*. BACS payments preferred. 
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DNW pledges 5% of 
premium for NHS... 
Dix Noonan Webb will donate 
5% of  buyer’s premium to char-
ity during the Covid-19 crisis. 
The London auction house has 
chosen to give the money to 
NHS Charities Together start-
ing with its online sale Coins, 
Tokens and Historical Medals 
on April 8 when it raised £2681.

It will continue with all auc-
tions through the crisis. The 
ongoing total is being recorded 
on its homepage.

DNW has increased the 
number of sales in its auction 
schedule which will all be held 
as online sales for the forseea-
ble future.

...Hansons sells 
shed loads for NHS
Derbyshire auctioneer Charles 
Hanson raised £30,000 for the 
NHS by conducting an online 
charity auction from his shed 
on April 3.

The money raised will be 
donated to Derby and Burton 
Hospitals Charity Covid-19 
Appeal. 

Two donations from dealer 
Drew Pritchard of  TV’s Salvage 
Hunters were in high demand. 
His trademark tweed cap 
brought £480 while a day out 

salvage hunting and antiques 
shopping fetched £3700.

...Hyman holds 
show to back NHS
James Hyman Gallery in 
London has launched an online 
selling show in support of the 
NHS. Running until April 30, 
it features Modern British 
paintings, drawings and sculp-
ture as well as vintage 
photographs and prints.

Dealer Hyman announced 
the show after a mild case of 
coronavirus in the family, 
which led to them being quar-
antined, including his wife who 
is an NHS surgeon.

He said: “As everyone pulls 
together, I have been thinking 
what I can do as an art dealer. 
I feel very helpless. What I have 
done is put together a selection 
of works by some of the major 
photographers of the 19th and 
20th centuries, at reduced 
prices, and will donate all prof-
its to the NHS.”

Prices start at £650 and new 
works are added regularly.

Highlights so far include 
works by early photography 
pioneer Henri Le Secq as well 
as photos by Gustave le Gray, 
Andre Kertesz and John 
Greene. Other artists on show 
include Andy Warhol, Eduardo 
Paolozzi, Marc Quinn and 
Walter Richard Sickert.

...Cheffins supports 
local hospital
Fancy having your name used 
as a character in the next Jef-
frey Archer novel? It is one of 
the lots on offer in Cheffins’ 
timed online auction in aid of 
the COVID-19 Fast Response 
Fund. This new fund has been 
set up by Addenbrooke’s Chari-
table Trust (ACT) to support 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

Scheduled to start on April 
17, the timed online auction 
will also include the opportu-
nity to have supper and a tour 
of The Pavilion at Lord’s and a 
private tour of Dalham Hall 
Stud in Newmarket.

The sale begins at 10am on 
April 17 and runs for one week, 
closing on April 24 at 7pm. 
Winners will be notified of 
their successful bids on 
Monday, April 27.

The usual buyer’s premium 
fee of 22.5% will be waived for 
this online auction, as will the 
standard 3% online fee. All 
proceeds will go directly to the 
fund.

...Bonhams offers 
Joan and Jools
Lunch with Dame Joan Collins 
and drinks with Jools Holland 
are among the prizes going 

6  |  18 April 2020

Beatlemania: poster sets auction record
For their first appearance at the 55,000-seater Shea 
Stadium in Queens, New York, in 1965, The Beatles 
needed no promotion. At the height of Beatlemania in 
the US, the venue sold out in minutes.

However, for the return gig on August 23 the 
following year, ticket sales at $4.50 each were 
lukewarm. John Lennon’s infamous “We’re more 
popular than Jesus now” remark had exploded in the 
media in July while the release of Revolver confirmed 
the Fab Four were falling victim to the hippie ethos.

At the time, no one knew that the 1966 tour would 
prove to be The Beatles’ last hurrah as a live-performing 
act (the 1969 Savile Row rooftop concert aside).

The simple 18in x 2ft (40 x 60cm) cardboard poster 
created by promoter Sid Bernstein to advertise the 
event is today familiar from countless later bootlegged 
copies. But, of the few hundred originals made before 
the concert by the Murray Poster Printing Co, only half 
a dozen are thought to have survived. 

The example offered for sale by Dallas auction 
house Heritage (25% buyer’s premium) on April 4 
was a fresh discovery. The Massachusetts vendor 
had received news that a poster similar to one on his 

Pick of the week

Precious 
metals
On Thursday, April 9,  
Michael Bloomstein of 
Brighton was quoting the 
following for bulk scrap 
against a gold fix of:
$1670.40  €1533.61  £1345.74

Gold  
22 carat: £1190.41 per oz 
(£38.27 per gram)

18 carat: £973.97 (£31.31)

15 carat: £811.64 (£26.09)

14 carat: £757.54 (£24.35)

9 carat: £486.98 per oz 
(£15.65 per gram) 
12 Month High: ▲ £15.95 
12 Month Low: ▼ £11.35

Hallmark Platinum 
£16.12 per gram

Silver 
£9.95 per oz for 925 
standard hallmarked

12 Month High: ▲ £12.35
12 Month Low: ▼ £9.24

wall had been sold by Heritage last November for 
$100,000. He had been quick to make the call.

Specialist Pete Howard had picked up. “I get lots 
of phone calls. Honest to goodness, when somebody 
starts to say ‘I’ve got this old Beatles concert poster’ 
my eyes roll and my goal switches to finishing the call 
as quickly and politely as I can. Why? Because with 
Beatles concert posters, they’re always fake.”

But this one (minus the year that adorns so 
many copies) turned out to be “the real deal”. As 
documented in a letter of provenance, it had been 
pulled from a wall by the sister of the consignor in 
1966, framed and cherished for 54 years.

The hammer price of $110,000 (£88,000) 
represented an auction record for any concert poster. 

Winter Dance Party
Another ‘grail’ item of concert poster collecting, a 14 x 
22in (35 x 55cm) sheet announcing the Winter Dance 
Party tour stop in Mankato, Minnesota, on January 25, 
1959, shared a similar provenance. It had been taken by 
a female teenager as she filed out of the ballroom after 
the last song. Of the five acts playing that night – Buddy 

Above: Eduardo Paolozzi’s plaster Krokadeel (1998) is offered 
for £1250 at James Hyman’s exhibition.

Holly and the Crickets, The Big Bopper, Ritchie Valens, 
Dion and The Belmonts and Frankie Sardo – the first 
three would perish in a plane crash eight days later.

Although again reproduced ad infinitum over the 
ensuing decades, only three posters are known to exist 
from the Winter Dance Party shows with this the first 
to be offered at auction. It doubled estimate in selling 
at $100,000 (£80,000). 

Roland Arkell
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Bid Barometer 
Online buying: realised prices at auctions on thesaleroom.com

TOP SELLING LOTS

Source:  Bid Barometer is a snapshot of sales on thesaleroom.com for January 8-16, 2019.

‘Highest price over estimate’ = Our selection of items from the top 10 highest hammer prices as a 
multiple of the high estimate paid by internet bidders on thesaleroom.com

‘Top selling lots’ = Our selection of items from the top 10 highest hammer prices paid by internet  
bidders on thesaleroom.com

under the hammer at an auc-
tion held by Bonhams to benefit 
the NHS.

The online-only timed auc-
tion called BLUE Auction in 
aid of NHS Charities Covid-19 
Urgent Appeal has lots from 
leading actors, musicians and 
artists. It ends on April 29.

Picture specialist 
joins Sworders
Picture specialist Sarah Flynn 
has left Cheffins in Cambridge 
to join Sworders in Stansted 
Mountfitchet as head of Old 
Master paintings. She will 
work alongside two other spe-
cialists, Amy Scanlon and Jane 
Oakley.

Before joining Sworders, 
Flynn was head of the paintings 
at Cheffins for 12 years helping 
to build a department that has 
handled some important con-

signments in recent years.
 She worked on Cheffins’ 

September contents sale of 
Mawley Hall, Shropshire, 
alongside furniture and works 
of art specialist Luke Macdon-
ald, who joined Sworders in 
November.

Flynn began her career in 
the Old Masters department at 
Christie’s in London. 

Helmuth Stone Gallery,  
Florida, April 5
Ming-style blue and white 
charger, 2ft (60cm) with 
six-character mark near 
rim, restoration and loss.
Estimate: $1500-2500
Hammer: $8500

In Numbers

£200
The top prize in a competition 
launched by auction house 
Fellows to “reward loyal 
customers and encourage new 
people to join its auctions”. 
Anyone who bids in the next 
two auctions (Jewellery, ending 
April 16, or Watches, ending 
April 20), will be entered into 
a draw. The winner receives a 
£200 voucher to spend in any 
Fellows auction in the next 
year. Fellows is also entering 
new buyers into another prize 
draw to win a £100 voucher.

18 April 2020  |  7
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Comerford miniatures 
bought by single bidder
The Comerford collection of portrait miniatures, offered for sale 
by Chiswick Auctions last month, was acquired almost in its 
entirety by a single bidder. The anonymous Irish private buyer 
bought 81 miniatures, including the majority of the Irish examples, 
under the guidance of Eamonn McEneaney, curator at the 
Waterford House of Treasures museum. 

The 121-lot collection had been put together over a period of 
over 40 years by the late John and Pauline Comerford, who were 
directly descended from the early-19th century Irish miniature 
painter John Comerford (1773-1832).

The family, who had a home in Comerford’s native Kilkenny, put 
on four exhibitions of their collection between 1999 and 2007 at 
venues including Kilkenny Castle, Rothe House in Kilkenny and the 
Irish Architectural Archive.

Art historians have traced more than 200 miniaturists who 
worked in Ireland mostly painting between 1730-1850. 

Most of the items destined for the Waterford museum were 
bought during the sale on March 25 with others acquired post-sale 
in a deal worth a total of £98,000 including buyer’s premium.

Suzanne Zack, head of British and European art at Chiswick, 
told ATG: “Guided by Eamonn McEneaney, the collector was 
focused on buying the Irish miniatures during the sale. After 
the sale he offered to buy the remaining unsold lots from the 

Comerford consignment to keep the 
collection together in the museum.”

Roland Arkell

Most read

The most viewed stories for 
week April 2-8 on  
antiquestradegazette.com

1 Coronavirus: The 
Arts Society launches 
online education 
initiative for over-60s

2 “The longest time I 
have ever spent on the 
rostrum” – Lyon & 
Turnbull’s live online 
sale delivers results

3 Call for collectors, 
dealers and antiques 
centres to feature in 
Drew Pritchard’s next 
Salvage Hunters series

4 Remote control: 
Intrepid auctioneers 
find ways to sell – and 
deliver – at distance

5 Hugh Cronyn pictures 
emerge as Chiswick 
Auctions’ sale focuses 
on West London 
artists

Source:  Bid Barometer is a snapshot of sales on thesaleroom.com for April 1-8, 2020.
‘Highest multiple over top estimate’ = Our selection of items from the top 20 highest hammer 
prices as a multiple of the high estimate paid by internet bidders on thesaleroom.com
‘Top selling lots’ = Our selection of items from the top 20 highest hammer prices paid by 
internet bidders on thesaleroom.com

Bid Barometer 
Online buying: realised prices at auctions on thesaleroom.com

TOP SELLING LOTS

Vine Auctioneers, London, April 3
Omega Speedmaster Ed White Ref. 
105.003-65.
Estimate: £5800-6800
Hammer: £5900

Antony Cribb, Newbury, April 7
Pair of flintlock officer’s pistols signed 
Osborn Gonby & Co with inscription to John 

Jessop 44th Regiment who fought at Waterloo.
Estimate: £3000-5000
Hammer: £4400

East Bristol Auctions, Bristol, 
April 2
Portuguese prayer book 
Diario Ecclesiastico Para O 
Reino De Portugal, dated 
1816, with embroidered coat 
of arms to the cover.
Estimate: £20-30
Hammer: £340

British Bespoke Auctions, Winchcombe, 
April 1
Three-page letter written in 1814 by George 
Scholey (former Lord Mayor of London) to 
Rev Brown in Sandal, Wakefield, including 
account of life in France post-Napoleon. 
Estimate: £30-50
Hammer: £400

Whittons, Honiton, April 2
Victorian silver gothic 
revival cup, by Carl Krall, 
London, with presentation 
inscription dated 1892.
Estimate: £60-80
Hammer: £820

Left: a c.1800, 4½in (11.5cm) 
miniature of the architect 
Edward Smyth (1749-1812) by 
John Comerford sold for £2300 
(plus 25% buyer’s premium) as 
part of the Chiswick Auctions 
sale of the Comerford collection. 
Smyth was the first Master of 
the Dublin Society School of 
Modelling and Sculpture.

Above: Sarah Flynn has joined 
Sworders.
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“I am glad we were able 
to offer the excitement 
of a live auction in a 
way which allowed our 
staff and clients to stay 
safely at home

 

Auction Reports Bombed streets but 
Blitz spirit stayed strong
Watercolour depicting damage to 
Swansea sells in Cardiff auction

Art market - page 10 & 12

Live performances create a show
Although premises are closed, online selling can help to create a sale day sense of excitement

It would be an understatement to 
say that the fine art business faces 
hugely difficult circumstances at the 
moment.

But even in the most hands-on of 
collecting markets such as decorative 
arts, technology – combined with 
a willingness to try new formats – 
is giving auction houses a way to 
continue selling.

Lyon & Turnbull (25% buyer’s 
premium) held a very solid sale of 
Decorative Arts: Design from 1860 
on April 1 – the firm’s first auction 
using the behind-closed-doors 
format.

Close to 1400 potential buyers 
registered across three different 
platforms and phones. Bids were 
communicated to the rostrum via 
the video-conferencing software now 
familiar to all of those working from 
home. Some 83% of the catalogue 
was sold for a total of £570,000. And 
all rules on social distancing were 
respected. 

“As events worsened, we had to 
adapt,” said managing director and 
solo auctioneer Gavin Strang. “I am 
glad we were able to able to offer the 
excitement of a live auction in a way 
which allowed all our staff and clients 
to stay safely at home. We could not 
have done this five years ago.” 

Vendor confidence was key. 
Nine out of 10 supported the move 
to sell online at a time when other 
salerooms were being mothballed and 
staff furloughed.

Benefiting perhaps from the lack 
of competition – “we had a captive 
audience of people sitting at home 
with fewer items to bid on elsewhere,” 
added Strang – some were repaid 
with impressive prices.

Peter Pan cast
The sale was topped by a bid of 
£28,000 (estimate £15,000-20,000) 
for an 18in (48cm) high cast of Sir 
George Frampton’s (1860-1928) most 
famous work: the sculpture of Peter 
Pan sited at the spot in Kensington 
Gardens where the magical boy 

appears each night in JM Barrie’s 
Little White Bird.

The original bronze, 
commissioned in secret by Barrie 
himself in 1911, was followed by six 
other full-size casts and a series 
of smaller reductions made by the 
Singer foundry.  The price was 
towards the upper end of recent 
auction bids for this model. Subtle 
details in the casting and the early 
date of 1911 point to it being an early 
(perhaps the first) trial casting.

It was previously owned by Sir 
Alexander Walker II (1869-1950), the 
grandson of whisky distiller Johnnie 
Walker, who had donated it to a local 
educational trust on his death. 

In subject matter and in 
composition, Wonderland, by Scottish 
sculptor Thomas J Clapperton 
(1879-1962), was directly inspired 
by Frampton’s New Sculpture 
movement staple. The full-size 
version of this bronze was made for 
the Wonderland Garden in Oamaru, 
New Zealand in 1926.

A 12in (31cm) high bronze 
reduction on a dished marble base 
sold just under hopes at £5500 in the 
L&T auction.

As reported in News, ATG No 
2347, a 1935 embroidered panel by 
May Morris (1862-1938) depicting 
a tabby cat in a wooded landscape, 
titled The Hunter at Bay, doubled 
estimate to sell at £8500.

It was the second example of May 
Morris embroidery offered in as many 
L&T sales. The equivalent sale in 
October 2019 included a much larger 
and earlier 9ft x 4ft 7in (2.74 x 1.4m) 
Fruit Garden portière from c.1880 that 
had sold for £10,000.

A pair of hand-loom jacquard 
woven Morris & Co curtains in the 
Violet & Columbine pattern – which 
provided the backdrop for Strang’s 
marathon 12-hour stint on the 
rostrum – sold at £3800.

Some textbook Arts & Crafts silver 
lots were led by a 4in (10cm) high 
silver and enamel box made by the 
partnership of Omar Ramsden and 
Alwyn Carr. With marks for London 
1907 and openwork decoration and 
enamel cabochons to the cover, it sold 
at £3400.

A pair of silver salts and spoons 
with blue glass liners with marks for 
the Guild of Handicraft (London 
1900) sold for £1500. Another well-
known CR Ashbee model, a butter 
dish or porringer with wirework 
handle and free cabochon (also 
hallmarked for London 1900), took 
£1900.

Two Arts & Crafts lots combining 
pottery made by the Ruskin Pottery 
in Smethwick with Birmingham 
metalwork also performed well.

A rare 2in (5cm) diameter green 
and blue-glazed box and cover with a 
Liberty & Co mount hallmarked for 

1

5

2

3
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Coming up: selection of 
auction lots on offer
The calendar may be much depleted 
but buying opportunities remain

Previews - page 18

Birmingham Assay 
Office makes its mark
Impressive results from dedicated 
London sale of collection

Books and works on paper - page 14-15

1. Linthorpe ‘Peruvian’ vessel by 
Christopher Dresser – £2800 at Lyon 
& Turnbull.

2. Arts & Crafts clock by Jesson 
Birkett – £2600. 

3. A pair of Japonisme vases by 
Theodore Deck – £5500.

4. Maw & Co ruby lustre charger – 
£3600.

5. Minton three-tile panel decorated 
with orange trees – £2600.

Birmingham 1902 sold at £1500, with 
a good-looking 16in (40cm) clock 
with a copper case by Jesson Birkett 
& Co and a blue Ruskin dial bringing 
£2600. 

‘Delighted’ by the results
L&T head of sale John Mackie was 
“delighted by the depth of interest 
throughout the sale and by strong 
results across all collecting areas”.

He singled out “a marvellous price 
for a Thomas Whalen marble panel” 
which realised £8400 – an auction 
record for the artist.

Born in Leith and a student of 
Edinburgh College of Art, Whalen 
(1903-75) is known for a variety 
of Scottish ecclesiastical and civic 
commissions. Carved in shallow 
relief with four jiving stylised nudes, 
the 19in x 2ft 3in (48 x 68cm) Dancing 
Figures, c.1930, was very much in the 
Art Deco style. 

Another ‘minor’ Scottish artist to 
receive deserved attention at this sale 
was Glasgow School of Art alumnus 
Olive Carlton Smyth (1882-1949). 
The Pipes of Pan, a work in brightly 
coloured tempera on a 10 x 16in (25 
x 40cm) sheet of vellum offered in a 
contemporary silvered frame, took 
£5000 (estimate £2000-3000).

A Linthorpe ‘Peruvian’ pitcher 
designed for the Middlesbrough 
pottery by Dr Christopher Dresser 
(1834-1904) sold for £2800 – hot on 

the heels of a record £17,000 bid for 
a Linthorpe Fijian-style sake bottle at 
L&T last October.

Dresser drew on a wide range 
of influences while working as art 
superintendent at Linthorpe from 
1879-82. This 7in (18cm) high vessel 
with its two splayed spouts and 
incised face is one of series of pieces 
based on Pre-Columbian ceramics. 
Another scarce Dresser Linthorpe 
form, an 8in 20cm) jug in striking 
blue and yellow glazes with a conical 
base and stylised bird-form spout, 
took £1500. 

Also in the Aesthetic movement 
taste, a Minton three-tile panel 
decorated with flowering and fruiting 
orange boughs sold at £2600 and a 
pair of faience vases in the Japonisme 
style by Theodore Deck (1823-1891) 
settled at a triple-estimate £5500.

These 21in (52cm) high vases by 
the French ‘father of art pottery’, 
decorated with birds, butterflies and 
insects among blossoming foliage, 
came for sale from Newbattle Abbey, 
the former home of the Marquesses 
of Lothian and the source of two 
Ottoman saddle cloths sold for five-
figure sums by L&T earlier this year 
(Pick of the Week, ATG No 2429. 

Another candidate for ‘object of 
the day’ was an exceptional ruby 
lustre charger made c.1890 by Maw 
& Co at the Benthall ‘tile’ works in 
Jackfield, Shropshire.

Measuring an impressive 22in 
(55cm) and decorated with thistles, 
roses and shamrocks within a border 
of tridents and sea beasts, it outsold 
pieces in the sale by William de 
Morgan when it took £3600. While 
by no means a record for the factory, 
it is the sort of sum typically reserved 
for the small number of Maw & Co 
pieces designed by Walter Crane. 

Confident about the format
Three weeks into lockdown and it has 
already become common to talk of 
events BC and AC: the world before 
and after coronavirus.

As priorities and behaviour 
changes, so too will the 
markets. Confident that the ‘live 
online’ formula works, L&T now 
plans to repeat it for three more 
auctions in the spring.

Should Contemporary & Post-
War Art on April 16 meet with a 
similar success rate to 19th-20th 
century decorative arts, other top-tier 
regional firms will surely consider 
following suit. n

Since its launch in 1953 there have 
been well over a dozen distinct 
references of the Rolex Submariner, 
with all sorts of minutiae adding up to 
several hundred different variants.

Among the most collectable are 
the 5513 series from the 1960s and 
of these watches, those with the so-
called Explorer dial are ‘grail’ objects.

While the majority of Submariners 
were fitted with standard ‘dot’ hour 
markers, the Explorer dial has the 
Arabic numbers at 3-6-9 and slim 
batons at the other hours. The dial 
text is reduced in size a bit to give the 
luminous numerals maximum visibility.

These watches, popular for their 
James Bond association, have become 
very expensive indeed.

Back in 2017 Lockdales (18% 
buyer’s premium) of Martlesham 
Heath near Ipswich set a house 
record when one sold at £230,000. 
Remarkably, the auction house found 
another 5513 Explorer dial for the sale 
on February 19-20 this year.

Family owned since new, it came 
with its original box and a selection 
of paperwork with an estimate of 
£50,000-80,000. The hammer price of 
£150,000 (£182,400 including premium) 
was described as “life-changing sum of 
money” for the vendor who now plans to 
retire from full-time work.

Tool watches in demand
The market for vintage tool watches 
continues to burn hot.

Heuer made several watches for 
the sailing community as part of 
the Carrera range in the 1960s: the 
Seafarer, the Mareograph, the Skipper, 
the Regatta and the Yachting timer. 
The latter, also known as the reference 
2447, was the first Heuer case to have 
a screw back.

The reference 2447S was a special 
order as it features a custom dial 
displaying at 3 o’clock three sky blue 
triangles designed to assist skippers 

Right: Heuer 
Carrera 
Yachting 
chronograph 
– £13,000 
at Burstow & 
Hewett.

with the 15-minute countdown to the 
start of a regatta.

Only a handful of these watches 
are known and the example offered 
for sale by Burstow & Hewett (20% 
buyer’s premium) in Battle, East 
Sussex, on March 18 was in good 
original condition and in working order. 
It was estimated at £5000-8000 but 
sold via thesaleroom.com at £13,000. 

‘Dirty Dozen’ full set 
The March 28 online-only sale 
at London specialist Watches of 
Knightsbridge (25% buyer’s premium) 
included a complete set of the so-
called ‘Dirty Dozen’ watches – the 12 
Swiss manufacturers commissioned to 
supply the British Ministry of Defence 
during the Second World War. It sold 
online as a single lot for £25,000.

The full set consists of watches by 
Buren, Cyma, Eterna, Grana, Jaeger 
Le Coultre, Lemania, Longines, IWC, 
Omega, Record, Timor and Vertex. The 
majority have serial numbers to identify 
the wearer and symbols to show them 
to be government property. Many are 
engraved WWW, which in the 1940s 
stood for Watch, Wrist, Waterproof.

The rarest of the ‘dozen’ is 
the unassuming Grana military 
issue manufactured to MOD 
specifications by Kurth Freres. It has 
been estimated that around 1500 units 
were made compared to equivalents 
by Omega (25,000) or IWC (8000).

This watch alone can bring over 
£5000, with one sold by Shropshire 
auction house Trevanion & Dean in May 
2019 for £9000. 

Watches that tick the boxes

Left: a 
complete set 
of ‘Dirty Dozen’ 
watches – 
£25,000 at 
Watches of 
Knightsbridge.

Left: Rolex 
Submariner 
Ref. 5513 
with 
Explorer 
dial – 
£150,000 at 
Lockdales.

4
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“The appetite for Welsh 
art, history and 
culture from mainly 
the Welsh public shone 
through at this sale

The sun never sets on Sir Kyffin

Auction Reports Art market

Normally the viewings that take 
place in Cardiff for Rogers Jones’ 
(22% buyer’s premium) biannual 
Welsh sales are festive occasions 
with wine being swilled, familiar 
faces sharing a joke or two and a 
harpist playing.

But the one that took place in the 
run up to the latest sale on March 
21 had notably less ceremony and 
even a sense of foreboding as the 
coronavirus crisis took hold. 

Auctioneer and partner Ben 
Rogers Jones admitted that if the 
auction had been scheduled a day 
later the firm would have moved to 
online and phone bidding only. 

The sale took place 48 hours 
before Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
announced the UK shut-down and, 
even still, the auction house used 
social media and an appearance 
on Welsh language television to 
encourage bidders to bid from home.

Only a handful of bidders were in 
the room on the day (all observing 
the saleroom’s measures with regards 
to social distancing and hygiene), but 
happily the level of remote bidding 
did much to help proceedings. 

This came as relief to Rogers 
Jones, who said that this sale was 
actually one of the firm’s most 
interesting and varied offerings so far 
and, despite the obvious challenges, 
the selling rate remained high with 
a hammer total of £302,000 raised 
from 420 lots.

Welsh leading light
The top lot provided a useful chunk 
of the total and also demonstrated 
that the continued demand for 
the giant of the market Sir Kyffin 
Williams (1918-2006).

The depiction of sunset over 
an Anglesey farmstead was an 
intriguing work. It was familiar in 
terms of style, technique, subject and 
composition but the bright yellow 
colouring made it somewhat different 
from the normally muted green and 
brown tones used by the leading 
name in 20th century Welsh art.

The 23½in (60cm) square oil on 
canvas, Evening Llangwyfan, had the 
trademark thick impasto applied with 
the artist’s trusty palette knife.

It was a ‘known work’ – exhibited 
at the Royal Academy’s Summer 

Send your art news to 
 editorial@antiquestradegazette.com

Giant of the Welsh art market takes the limelight with an intriguing yellow-infused work

by Alex Capon

Exhibition in 1988 and illustrated in 
an article about Sir Kyffin in the 
publication The Artist in January 1993 
(a copy of which came with the lot).

Also in its favour commercially, 
it came to auction with good 
provenance having been given to 
the vendor directly by the artist and 
retained a label on the verso with 
artist’s address in Anglesey.

Estimated at £30,000-40,000, 
it sold on top estimate to a private 
buyer based in England who had a 
long-held ambition to own a Williams 
sunset. The price was among the 
highest for the artist ever recorded at 
Rogers Jones.

While this was the obvious star of 
the show, it was one of five oils by Sir 
Kyffin at the sale, of which three sold 
for a combined £64,000.

While works by Sir Kyffin feature 
in every Welsh sale at Rogers Jones, 
one of the rarer sights in the saleroom 
this time was a watercolour showing 

bomb damage in Swansea during 
the Blitz. The artist was Will Evans 
(1888-1957), a local painter who was 
also a lecturer at Swansea School of 
Art. During the Second World War 
he documented the destruction of 
the city by the Luftwaffe in February 
1941. Swansea was targeted heavily 
due to its strategic importance with 
its port, docks and the neighbouring 
oil refineries.

A group of Evans’ Blitz paintings 
are now at The Glynn Vivian Gallery, 
a public museum in Swansea. Such 
pictures have only occasionally 
appeared at auction, although two 
sold at Peter Francis in March 2017 
for £1600 and £750 apiece. 

The 18 x 21¼in (46 x 54cm) 
watercolour at the current sale came 
to auction from a Cardiff vendor.

It benefited from being a well-
known view, showing the debris on 
Wind Street looking up across Castle 
Square to the High Street.

Estimated at £1500-2000, it drew 
good competition and was knocked 
down at £4600 to an online bidder 
from a military history organisation. 
The price appears to be an auction 
record for the artist.

Elsewhere at the sale, a George 
Chapman (1903-93) painting drew 
solid bidding against a £1000-1500 
estimate. The artist was born in 
London but, after visiting Wales for 
the first time in 1952, the principality 
became his main focus and scenes of 
the valley towns such as this 3ft 1in x 
3ft 2in (93 x 97cm) oil on board were 
a common part of his oeuvre.

An unsigned work, it depicted 
a head and figures standing 
with rooftops and aerials in the 
background. It was eventually 
knocked down at £4300, a decent 
sum for the artist, although slightly 
shy of the £5000 fetched by a more 
finished street scene at Rogers Jones 
in November 2016.

Ben Rogers Jones said: “I am 
pleased and relieved to say that the 
appetite for Welsh art, history and 
culture from mainly the Welsh public 
shone through at this sale – 84% of the 
lots sold with 80% sold selling online 
or to phone bidders. Unsurprisingly 
there was a record number of phone 
bidders for us for any Welsh Sale in the 
last 20 years and over 500 bidders on 
thesaleroom.com.” n

See p12 for more from this auction.

Left: Evening 
Llangwyfan by Sir 
Kyffin Williams – 
£40,000 at Rogers 
Jones.

Right: a watercolour 
by Will Evans 
showing bomb 
damage in Swansea 
during the Blitz – 
£4600.

Above: head and figures standing in valley 
street scene by George Chapman – £4300.
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Auctioneers & Valuers
Antiques | Jewellery | Watches

Upcoming Auctions

Jewellery
Thursday 16th April from 10am

Watches
Monday 20th April from 11am

Online Jewellery
Thursday 30th April from 10am

Please note that all of our current auctions 
are being run as timed auctions

www.fellows.co.uk
Free, no-obligation valuations available

Elstob & Elstob Limited
The Ripon Saleroom, Ripon Business Park, 
Charter Road, Ripon HG4 1AJ

t:   01765 699200
e:  info@elstobandelstob.co.uk
www.elstobandelstob.co.uk

Saturday 18 April at 10am 

Fine Art, 
Antiques & 
Jewellery Sale

Forthcoming Sales
Jewellery – 28 May
Deadline for entries 1 May

Fine Art & Antiques – 13 June
Deadline for entries 15 May

Victorian half pearl and 
enamel bangle, c.1871
Over 200 lots of jewellery

Lalique “Longchamp” 
double mane car 

mascot

Set of four Sampson 
Mordan silver owl 
menu holders

(Internet Bidding Only)
Rare Omega 
Speedmaster bracelet 
watch, c.1961, with 
cal. 321 movement

Walnut eight-day 
longcase clock signed 

Henry Jones in y 
Temple

Pair of 19th Century 
Chinese porcelain 

vases
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Second ‘lost’ 
Marlborough 
gem sparkles 
in Cambridge
An intaglio ring became the second 
of the ‘lost’ Marlborough jewels to 
surface at auction in 2019 when it 
sold for £36,000 (plus 22.5% 
premium) in Cambridge. 

The Grand Tour-era gold ring with an 
earlier Roman intaglio of a clean-shaven 
man was sold at Cheffins on December 12 
together with a copy of the hardback 
Christie’s catalogue from June 1899 of the 
sale of The Marlborough Gems, at which, 
according to family tradition, it was 
bought. 

The collection of about 800 engraved 
gems formed by the nobleman and 
politician George Spencer, 4th Duke of 
Marlborough (1739-1817), was the largest 
and most important of the age. It resided 
at Blenheim Palace until it was sold by the 

Predictions for 2020: 
Our guide to the New Year agenda - pages 12-15

info@koopman.art +44 (0)20 7242 7624
www.koopman.art

koopman rare art

Above: one of the lost Marlborough gems, 
sold for £36,000 at Cheffins.

ANTIQUES AND 20TH CENTURY DESIGN  
FOR INTERIOR DECORATION

THREE TIMES A YEAR IN  
BATTERSEA PARK, LONDON

decorativefair.com
+44 (0)20 7616 9327

Use this advert as a complimentary ticket for two / ATG

FAIR
The Decorative 
Antiques & Textiles

WINTER 
21-26 January 2020
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2020
For better or worse, Brexit is finally set to proceed and will be a major factor in the year 
ahead – as will timed auctions, anti-money laundering rules, the looming prospect of 
a near-total ivory trade ban, antiquities challenges and a new buying ethos based on 
cultural sensitivities, changes at major fairs and a growing ‘green’ movement

“Pent-up consignments 
from previously 
reticent vendors could 
now be released

Brexit uncertainty over 

Following the Conservative Party 
winning a majority in the General 
Election on December 13, the UK is 
expected to end its EU membership 
on January 31.

The UK government will then 
have until the end of the transition 
period on December 31 to negotiate a 
free-trade agreement with Brussels.

The end to some of the Brexit 
uncertainty will help the art and 
antiques trade.

Pent-up consignments from 
previously reticent vendors could 
now be released possibly leading to a 
bonanza for auction houses in 2020.

Foreign dealers previously 
unwilling to exhibit at UK fairs may 
feel more willing to commit to new 
schedules in 2020 now that the fear 
of a no-deal Brexit has receded.

In the longer term, however, 
the trade will face significant 
complications as a result of inevitable 
changes to import and export rules.

 Timed auctions on the up

The ‘online-only’ or ‘timed online’ 
auction is not exactly a new way 
of selling art and antiques. Ebay, 
founded by Pierre Omidyar in the 
autumn of 1995, turns 25 years old 
in 2020. However, the perception of 
the timed sale as the place for low-
value collectables or unsold lots from 
‘live’ sales is finally changing. The 

vision

year just ending was something of a 
breakthrough for this selling model 
in the UK. Expect more of the same 
over the coming 12 months.

Results from 2019 for Sotheby’s, 
Christie’s and Bonhams tell a story: 
timed sales may represent only a 
small percentage of total business 
but they are now the firms’ biggest 
source of new customers. Accessible 
sales of collectable trainers, Supreme 
merch, wristwatches, ‘celebrity’ 
collections are all part of the quest to 
broaden the target audience.

No wonder Bonhams intends to 
double the number of its online-only 
sales in 2020.

Average online lot values and 
selling rates are rising and the 
horizon of what sells online is 
broadening. Books, prints, jewellery, 
Asian art and secondary Old Masters 
are now the norm. In 2019 Christie’s 
sold the Posner collection of 
Chinese and Japanese export silver 
in an online sale in the supposedly 
sleepy month of August; Texas 
auction house Heritage converted 
monthly interiors sales into online-
only auctions in July and had sold 

more than $1m in hammer total by 
November. 

The key to timed-sale success has 
turned out to be a healthy respect 
for the oldest auction principles. 
Lots must be market fresh, well 
photographed, described in detail 
and with realistic estimates. Some 
sales benefit from theming by 
category or represent a single-owner 
collection. All must be available for 
examination in person.

While some specialist UK auction 
houses have made timed-online their 
exclusive way of selling – witness the 
success of Comic Book Auctions 
and its sales on thesaleroom.com, 
for example – a few of the UK’s 
biggest regional firms have also made 
online-only sales a core part of their 
business model. 

Fellows intends to raise the 
number of its online-only sales in 
2020 by at least a quarter, holding 
25 or more next year. Stephen 
Whittaker, managing director at 
Fellows, said: “All of the sales have 
had a very high sell-rate and they 
have been popular among our buyers, 
so I’m sure this is a trend which will 
continue in 2020.”

Stephan Ludwig, Forum Auctions’ 
chief executive officer, affirms that 
the key to a successful timed auction 
is “no different to that of a traditional 
auction, namely presenting the 
correct combination of interesting 
material, competitive pricing and 
ensuring the lots are easily accessible 
to a broader ecommerce-savvy 
community of buyers.

 January
	100th anniversary of the birth of science-fiction writer Isaac Asimov
	100th anniversary of prohibition coming into effect in the US
	200th anniversary of the birth of author Anne Bronte

 February
	200th anniversary of the birth of American Civil War general William 
 Tecumseh Sherman
	75th anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima during the Second World War
	200th anniversary of the birth of John Tenniel, known for his illustrations of 
 Alice in Wonderland

 March
	75th anniversary of the death of diary writer Anne Frank in Bergen-Belsen 
 concentration camp. The specific date is uncertain but is thought to be in 
 March 1945

 April
	500th anniversary of the death of Italian artist Raphael
	250th anniversary of the birth of poet William Wordsworth
	150th anniversary of the birth of Russian revolutionary leader Lenin

 May
	75th anniversary of VE Day (Victory in Europe) during the Second World War
	200th anniversary of the launch of Charles Darwin’s ship HMS Beagle
	200th anniversary of the birth of nurse Florence Nightingale

Major anniversaries in 2020
“We treat the lots offered in our 

timed auction format no differently 
to those offered in our catalogued 
sales. We have found that our timed 
auction format is presently our most 
effective new buyer recruitment tool 
for younger shoppers.”

He expects that the hammer total 
from timed auctions at Forum in 
2020 will represent more than 25% 
or more of overall hammer, a rise of 
8 percentage points year-on-year.

Other major UK regional auction 
houses are set to embrace timed 
sales in the year ahead. The future is 
increasingly online.

Red tape challenge 

The European Union’s Fifth Anti-
Money Laundering Directive is 
to come into effect in the UK on 
January 10, 2020 (see page 4).

It inserts extra layers of 
administration in the purchasing of 
art and antiques at values of €10,000 
or more. As the trade adjusts to the 
new regulation there will be concerns 
about how it will impact day-to-day 
processes. 

On the one side is the 
administrative burden. Companies 
must ensure they meet the 
requirements in the course of the 
new year, including putting in place 
an AML policy and risk assessment, 
establishing a record-keeping system, 
appointing an AML reporting officer 

Continued on page 14

1. This two-handled presentation cup and cover with the mark of 
Quan of Canton, probably retailed by Lee Ching of Canton, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai, c.1900 sold at $11,000 (plus 25% buyer’s premium) 
as part of the collection of Myrna and Bernard Posner, offered by 
Christie’s in New York during an online-only sale closing on August 
22. 

2. The sale of tennis memorabilia conducted ‘on behalf of the 
trustees in bankruptcy of the estate of Boris Becker’ by business 
asset valuer and auctioneer Wyles Hardy & Co in July included this 
7in (17cm) silver replica of the Renshaw Cup made by Wakely & 
Wheeler of London, 1987 sold via thesaleroom.com at £40,250.

3. No sale in 2019 was more successful than Sotheby’s March online 
dispersal of memorabilia from the estate of free market economist 
Friedrich von Hayek. Sotheby’s set a modern-day record for an online-
only hammer price when his Nobel prize medal awarded in 1968 sold 
for £950,000.

4. This fine copy of the Dandy Comic No 2 (1937), one of only a few 
issues known to exist, sold via thesaleroom.com for £4550 by Comic 
Book Auctions on June 2.

 June
	150th anniversary of the death of author Charles Dickens

 August
	75th anniversary of VJ Day when Japan announced its unconditional  
 surrender, ending the Second World War in the Pacific

 September
	75th anniversary of the official ending of the Second World War with the  
 formal signing of the surrender document by the Japanese on USS Missouri
	150th anniversary of the start of the Siege of Paris during the Franco-
 Prussian War

 November
	50th anniversary of the death of French President Charles de Gaulle
	400th anniversary of the Mayflower Pilgrims arriving at Cape Cod
	100th anniversary of Bloody Sunday in Dublin during the Irish War of 
 Independence
	500th anniversary of Ferdinand Magellan reaching the Pacific Ocean 
 through the Strait of Magellan (as it became known) and becoming the first 
 European to sail from the Atlantic to the Pacific

 December
	250th anniversary of the birth of composer Ludwig van Beethoven
	300th anniversary of the birth of Charles Edward Stuart, the Young 
 Pretender also known as Bonnie Prince Charlie

Dealers, fair organisers and auction houses often hold events that coincide with 
important anniversaries. 

The year 2020 is the 200th anniversary of the births of two major 19th century 
names: Florence Nightingale and Ludwig van Beethoven. 

The year also marks the 500th anniversary of the death of Renaissance master 
Raphael and the 150th anniversary of the death of Charles Dickens. The latter will 

A varied quartet of items sold  
across online-only sales in 20191

2

3

4

be a theme for Firsts, the Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association fair in June.
More recently, 2020 marks the 15th year since the launch of online auction 

marketplace thesaleroom.com (and we’ll also be eagerly anticipating 2021 
which is when ATG turns 50).

Below is a list of key anniversaries in 2020 that may prompt a spike in 
interest and perhaps buying activity in art, antiques and historical documents. 
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Livestock painter 
Edwin May Fox 
(fl.1830-70) may 
not be a well-
known name but 
he had some 
success in his 
day as a painter 
of horses in 
particular. Two of 
his finest works are the pair of chestnut horses painted 
in their stables that are kept in the National Trust’s 
Wimpole Hall. But he also painted prize cattle, dogs 
and sheep, such as this 11¾ x 13½in (30 x 34cm) oil on 
board of a pig outside a sty that exceeded its £250-350 
guide at Halls of Shrewsbury on March 18.

UNDER
£2000

Sold: £1800

Sold: £440 Sold: £1200
The subject matter and style of this large 
coastal scene by Robert William Hill (1932-90) 
would have been familiar to followers of the 
artist at auction. At 4ft x 6ft (1.23 x 1.84m), the 
oil on board was also something of a statement 
piece and it overshot a £500-800 estimate at 
Hutchinson Scott on March 25.

This oil on 
canvas by New 
Zealand artist 
Richard (Dick) 
Frizzell (b.1943) 
appeared 
at Chiswick 
Auctions on March 24. The artist, who 
taught painting at the Elam School of Art, 
University of Auckland, is represented in a 
number of public collections in his home 
country. This abstract from 2020 titled Link 
II drew plenty of interest against a £80-150 
estimate and sold on thesaleroom.com

Good art at a 
great price in 
regional sales

Prices do not include 
buyer’s premium

The sale of portrait miniatures held online by Chiswick 
Auctions (25% buyer’s premium) on March 25 
included a watercolour on ivory of the artist William 
Holman Hunt (1827-1910).

He is shown full-face, bearded and with piercing blue 
eyes wearing a striped Eastern robe. 

Although engraved on reverse W. Holman Hunt OM 
Aetat 53, it is thought to be a posthumous likeness, 
painted from an earlier photograph.

Passed down
The artist was Edward Robert Hughes (1851-1914), a 
nephew of the Pre-Raphaelite painter Arthur Hughes 
and a studio assistant to Holman Hunt. 

Edward Hughes helped Hunt with some of his later 
work, including the St Paul’s version of The Light of  
the World.

The miniature was commissioned probably by Edith 
Holman Hunt after her husband’s death in 1910 and 
was probably among the possessions of their son Hilary 
Lushington Holman Hunt.

In his will he invited his executors and trustees 
Emmie Stone and Hannah Meyer (both whom had been 
nurses to his father) to select such articles of jewellery 
‘as they may choose to keep’. It would appear that Stone 
chose this miniature.

It has been suggested that the gemset silver frame 
is the work of the Birmingham Arts & Crafts jeweller 
Arthur and Georgie Gaskin.

The first 38 lots of the Rogers Jones 
sale (see p10 for main story) were 
works consigned directly from a 
member of the Vivian family – the 
famous industrialists from Swansea 
who developed a copper smelting and 
trading business in the 19th century.

The items included archives, 
personal items, prints, albums and 
even a 19th century marble bust of 
Sir Richard Hussey Vivian (1775-
1842) in the classical style that sold 
at double the top estimate for £1200.

Among the pictures doing well 
was this early-19th century primitive 
school oil on canvas of a lady on a 
horse alongside a child with a pony.

The Tudor-style mansion was 
believed to be Singleton Abbey, the 
seat of the Vivian family that today 
houses the administration offices of 
Swansea University. 

Estimated at £300-400, it sold  
at £900.

Above: 19th century school painting 
of a lady on a horse – £900 at 
Rogers Jones.

Vivian family 
group of works

Holman Hunt depicted by studio assistant

This is one of two versions of the miniature known 
(the other is in a private collection) and it was making 
a return to the auction room after its sale as part of 
the Albion collection of miniatures sold by Bonhams 
in 2004. 

Sixteen years ago, in an era before antique ivory 
bans and coronavirus, it had sold for £15,535 (including 
premium). It struggled to match that at Chiswick last 
month, where the estimate was £8000-10,000, but did 
get away at £7500 to an online bidder.

Left: a miniature of 
William Holman Hunt 
by Edward Robert 
Hughes – £7500 at 
Chiswick Auctions.

Self-portraits are among the earliest prints 
that Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) made, 
accounting for a large portion of his etching 
output when he was in his 20s and living in 
Leiden. 

Many of these works made prior to 1630 
are studies in physiognomy – character 
studies or tronies, in which the artist depicted 
himself shouting, laughing or with some other 
pronounced facial expression. 

The tiny 3 x 2.5in (9 x 7cm) etching offered 
for sale by Brightwells (22% buyer’s premium) 
in Leominster on March 18 depicts Rembrandt 
turning his head towards the viewer and 
frowning. Originally published in 1630 in three 

different states, this third-state print is thought 
to be a posthumous impression – one of many 
taken as Rembrandt’s original copper plates 
were sold and traded in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. It has a label to the back for The 
Fine Art Society, London dated July 8, 1935 
and came for sale by descent from the art 
collector WAN Macgeough-Bond, who spent 
much of his life at The Argosy in Dungannon, 
an early-19th century house now owned by the 
National Trust. 

The estimate was just £200-300 but it did 
rather better, selling for £12,000 – a price 
more in line with other examples of this 
etching seen at auction in recent years.

Rembrandt not frowned on in the saleroom

Above: Self-Portrait, Frowning, 
an etching by Rembrandt van 
Rijn – £12,000 at Brightwells. 
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Glossary 
If you are new to the art market you may find this list of terms 
frequently used in Antiques Trade Gazette helpful.
A longer list of art market terms appears at 
antiquestradegazette.com/glossary

After 
When a work of art or an object is 
described as ‘after’ a known artist or 
maker, this means it was created as 
a copy by an unidentified artist of a 
named work by a known artist.

Artist’s Resale Right 
Living artists and the descendants 
of artists deceased within the last 
70 years are entitled to receive a 
resale royalty each time their work 
is sold. The charge applies to the 
sale of original works of art made 
via transactions conducted by both 
dealers and auctioneers. 

ATG 
Antiques Trade Gazette, the weekly 
newspaper and associated website.

BADA 
The British Antique Dealers’ 
Association (BADA) is a trade 
association founded in 1918.

Buyer’s premium 
A charge made by the auctioneer 
to the buyer as a percentage of the 
hammer price. This fee is usually 
subject to VAT.

CITES 
The United Nations Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna 
(CITES) controls the trade in 
endangered species. Its regulations 
cover ‘parts and derivatives’ of 
endangered species as well as 
live specimens and encompass 
a range of materials found in 
antiques and taxidermy such as 
ivory, tortoiseshell, and furniture 
fashioned from some tropical 
hardwood. 

Consign 
When a vendor agrees to sell a work 
via an auction house, they are said 
to have ‘consigned’ a work for sale. 
Also see ‘Vendor’ below.

Contemporary 
A contemporary artwork is an 
object or picture made by a living 
artist. However, an auction titled as 
‘Contemporary art’ will often also 
feature works by artists working in 
the second half of the 20th century 
but now deceased.

Decorative art 
This term refers to three-dimensional 
antiques including ceramics, glass, 
silver and furniture, that serve a 
decorative as well as functional 
purpose. In this way, it is different to 
‘Fine art’ and ‘Works of art’. 

Estimate 
The price or price range displayed 
alongside the catalogue description 
of an item in an auction, indicating 
the value at which the auctioneer 
believes the lot might sell. In ATG we 
often use ‘guide’, ‘expectations’ or 
‘hopes of’ to mean ‘estimate’.

Fine art  
The term ‘Fine art’ refers to visual 
art produced primarily for aesthetic 
purposes. It generally comprises 
paintings, watercolours, drawings, 
photography and sculpture.  
However, many auction houses 
describe some of their sales as ‘Fine 
Art Auctions’ simply to distinguish 
them from ‘General sales’ to imply 
the lots on offer are of higher value.

Fresh to market 
An item that comes to sale having 
not been offered recently at all is 
said to be ‘fresh to the market’.  
Such objects are sometimes 
referred to as ‘unseen’, meaning that 
potential buyers are unlikely to be 
familiar with them, and they tend 
to have greater appeal due to their 
‘freshness’.

General sales 
A general sale is an auction usually 
offering lower-value lots – often 
from house clearances and held 
weekly. 

Hammer price 
The price at which a lot is knocked 
down at an auction. The auction 
house will then add buyer’s premium 
and other charges on top of this 
amount. 

IACF 
International Antiques and 
Collectors Fairs is the company that 
organises large fairs that take place 
regularly at Newark, Shepton Mallet, 
Ardingly, Newbury and Alexandra 
Palace.

International 
In ATG ‘international’ refers to 
markets outside the UK and Ireland.

Knocked down 
In ATG, we often say a lot was 
‘knocked down’ at a certain price. 
This represents the level to which 
the lot was bid when the auctioneer 
knocked down their gavel (ie the 
hammer price – see above). 

LAPADA 
A trade association for UK antiques 
dealers formed in 1974. It was 
previously called the London 
and Provincial Antique Dealers 
Association and now it retains the 
LAPADA acronym as its title.

Mid-century  
A term referring to objects made in 
the middle part of the 20th century, 
particularly 1950-70.

Modern 
The modern art market comprises 
objects and pictures that 
stylistically represent a departure 
from traditional conventions 
regarding form and academic 
approach. It generally covers 20th 
century works that contrast with Old 
Masters and Victorian paintings for 
example.

NAVA 
The National Association of Valuers 
and Auctioneers is a professional 
self-regulating trade association 
for valuers and auctioneers across 
property, fine art and chattels.

Premium-inclusive price 
The hammer price plus the buyer’s 
premium due on an item sold at 
auction. This figure does not include 
VAT or other buyer’s fees added by 
the saleroom.

Private buyer 
Bidders at auction and collectors 
who are not dealers or ‘trade’ buyers 
are referred to as private buyers.

Private sale 
A private transaction brokered by 
an auctioneer between two (often 
undisclosed) parties. This type of 
sale contrasts with a public auction 
where bidding can be viewed and 
prices are available.

Provincial/regional 
‘Provincial’ auctions or the ‘regional’ 
market refer to sales taking place in 
locations around the UK as opposed 
to at the major London auction 
houses of Christie’s, Sotheby’s, 
Phillips and Bonhams.  
When ATG uses these terms, we 
generally include sales in Edinburgh 
and the mid-market salerooms in 
London.

Provenance 
This term refers to the history of 
ownership of an object. An item with 
a long and documented history to 
a prestigious family or well-known 
collector, for example, would be 
said to have good provenance and 
therefore be more desirable.

Regional 
See ‘Provincial’ above.

Reserve 
The price agreed between the 
vendor and auctioneer, below which 
the auctioneer will not sell the 
lot. Some vendors agree to sell at 
‘the auctioneer's discretion’ – for 
example when it is difficult to set a 
reserve due to the type of lot being 
sold.

Saleroom 
The room where an auction 
takes place is referred to as ‘the 
saleroom’. The phrase can also 
be used as a general term for 
auctions, for example: “The painting 
was making its third saleroom 
appearance in three years.”

Selling rate 
The percentage of lots in an auction 
that sold on the day or days when 
the auction was held. This figure 
usually provides a good indication of 
the market’s reaction to the items in 
the sale, although sometimes where 
reserves are set at low levels (as the 
vendor is keen to sell the items for 
example) this might not be the case.

Single-owner sale 
A single-owner sale refers to an 
auction that comprises solely 
items from one source. It is often 
a prominent collection which is 
deemed significant enough to 
form a separate event with its own 
catalogue. Examples have included 
Christie’s sale of the Yves Saint 
Laurent collection in Paris in 2009 
and the auction of the collection of 
David and Peggy Rockefeller in New 
York in 2018.

Sleeper  
A sleeper is an object that is 
undervalued at the time it is offered 
for sale. Experts that are on the 
look-out for sleepers at auction are 
sometimes called sleeper spotters. 
While some sleepers pass through 
auctions unnoticed, others are 
spotted by two or more parties and 
may make a spectacular price over 
estimate.

SoFAA 
The Society of Fine Art Auctioneers 
and Valuers (SoFAA) was formed 
in 1973 to represent fine art and 
antiques auctioneers and valuers 
in the UK. 

Stall out  
This term refers to dealers taking a 
stand and setting up at a fair.

TEFAF 
TEFAF stands for ‘The European 
Fine Art Fair’. It is an organisation 
that runs some of the world’s 
leading art and antiques fairs: 
TEFAF Maastricht, which takes place 
annually in March, and TEFAF New 
York held twice a year in the autumn 
and spring.

thesaleroom.com 
The website thesaleroom.com is an 
online global auction platform which 
allows visitors to search and browse 
auction catalogues and place bids 
over the internet in real time. 
It is wholly owned by Auction 
Technology Group, the parent 
company of Antiques Trade Gazette, 
and provides some of the data used 
in ATG each week. 

The trade 
Dealers. An object sold at auction to 
‘the trade’ is one that was purchased 
by a dealer.

Vendor 
The seller who consigns an object or 
collection to an auction or dealer.

Verso/recto 
Terms referring to different sides of 
a picture. Verso refers to the back, 
while recto refers to the front. For 
books, the right-hand page of an 
open book is called the recto, while 
the left-hand side is known as the 
verso.

Vetting 
The process that takes place at 
a fair to ensure items offered are 
suitable for the event. This usually 
relates to the checking of items 
to make sure they are properly 
attributed, described and dated. 
Some fairs also apply a dateline, 
meaning that objects are vetted to 
ensure they are of the requisite age 
to be exhibited.

Vintage 
A term referring to both objects 
and fashion to describe the style 
or quality of the item. A piece of 
vintage fashion is likely to have 
been made by a designer at least 
20 years ago, while a ‘vintage’ 
piece of Lalique glassware or 
Gillows furniture implies it is a high-
quality or rare item in the maker’s 
trademark style.  
In the car market, a vintage car 
refers to a model no longer in 
production, typically made between 
the First World War and Second 
World War. 
With wine, ‘vintage’ applies to 
grapes grown and harvested in a 
single specified year.

White glove sale 
An auction in which all of the lots 
are sold (ie a 100% selling rate) is 
called a ‘white glove’ sale.

Works of art 
In the art and antiques market, a 
‘work of art’ is a specific category 
comprising small three-dimensional 
objects which have artistic quality. 
They are different from fine art and 
decorative art (see above). 
Small sculptures, Art Deco figures, 
wall plaques and enamel objects are 
examples of ‘works of art’.
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Old world, new technology 
London auctioneer spends nine hours conducting bidding on the rostrum for online sale

“I don’t think that it 
could have gone 
better in the rooms

While salerooms had been 
postponing auctions, in the last few 
days of March Forum (25/20/12% 
buyer’s premium) held not one but 
two major sales on consecutive days 
by selling online. 

A general sale had been 
immediately preceded on March 26 
by a much larger auction of works 
from the library of the Birmingham 
Assay Office. 

The firm was “fortunate in 
many ways...” said Rupert Powell, 
international head of book and works 
on paper sales, “...but principally 
in the fact that the catalogue was 
printed at an early date and was 
online and available in printed form 
for just over five weeks”. 

That lots were available for early 
viewing was much appreciated by 
most prospective buyers, especially 
institutions. As the national situation 
kept changing an early decision 
was made to move the sale from 
the familiar Westbury Hotel venue 
named on the catalogue covers to 
Forum’s Queen’s Road salerooms 
in south-west London before it was 
forced to shut the doors to the public.

Bidding marathon
By the time of the library of the 
Birmingham Assay Office sale the 
majority of potential buyers had been 
given enough time to view or find out 
whatever else they needed to know 
about the lots in which they were 
interested and Forum was geared up 
to deal with bidding online.

by Ian McKay

gone better in the rooms”.
One lot was withdrawn prior to 

sale (see facing page) but though one 
or two others carrying four- or five-
figure estimates made considerably 
less than suggested, they nonetheless 
reached their reserves. 

A good number of the very many 
job lots on offer proved extremely 
successful in what in the end proved 
an unusual but decidedly successful 
white-glove sale.

 
Initial thoughts
For the catalogue cover Forum chose 
to reproduce one of an exceptional 
group of 26 elaborate historiated 
initials, each with accompanying 
proverbs or other texts, that on the 
day sold for £27,000.

Comprising the 24 letters of the 
Elizabethan alphabet, plus two 
other symbols, they dated from the 
1560s-70s. They may have been 
produced by someone working in the 
legal profession, though it was also 
mooted that they could be the work of 
an apprentice scrivener, perhaps as an 

exercise to be presented to his master. 
Sold at £19,000, The Works of 

Geber, the Most Famous Arabian Prince 
and Philosopher...  is a 1678 translation 
by Richard Russell, a distinguished 
English chemist, of the works of Abu 
Musa Jabir ibn Hayyan (c.732-c.815), 
whose writings contain the oldest 
known systematic classification of 
chemical substances.  

No other copy of this first English 
translation is recorded at auction 
since 1938, when a copy made £38.     

A copy of Robert Boyle’s The 
Sceptical Chymist... that sold for 
£6000 was a second edition of 1680, 
but the first to contain the second 
part of what is widely recognised as 
the most famous book in the history 
of chemistry. The binding had been 
rebacked but it remained a crisp and 
clean copy internally.

Also sold at £6000, and by a 
narrow margin a record sum, was 
one of those many works focused on 
money. This was a volume in 18th 
century boards that contained both 
the 1582, first and only edition of 
Gasparo Scaruffi’s L’Alitinonfo...  and a 
related work by Prospero Bisi. 

The former was described as a 
landmark treatise on money, coinage 
and currency exchange, and one that 
contains what may be the earliest call 
for a single universal currency.

Bid to a much higher than 
expected £4200 was a copy of 
Stephen M Leake’s Historical Account  
of English Money from the Conquest... 

Illustrated with 14 colour plates and 
containing numerous ink annotations, 
footnotes, marginal drawings, etc, 
it once belonged to Sir Cuthbert 
Sharp, a soldier and antiquary whose 
annotations and additions include 

The Century Guild Hobby Horse, an enormously influential magazine, was produced by the 
‘Arts & Crafts’ organisation founded in 1882 by the architect Arthur H Mackmurdo. 

It aimed to encourage decorative works in many fields, but with an emphasis on individual 
craftsmanship rather than mechanical production and was particularly significant where the 
new Art Nouveau style was concerned. 

Printed on high-quality paper and illustrated with woodcuts, lithographs and photogravure 
plates, its progressive typography and design was guided by Emery Walker and it was 
printed at the Chiswick Press. Among its many distinguished contributors were Burne-
Jones, William Morris, Ruskin and Oscar Wilde.

The first issue appeared in April 1884, but this proved a false start and no others followed 
until 1886, when the publishers started again at No 1. 

In 1893 it was renamed The Hobby Horse, but only lasted for three more issues as such. 
The latter were not present in this set, but it was otherwise complete and, including that first, 
‘suppressed’ issue, made a record £6500.

Above: the ‘suppressed’ first 
issue from a complete run of 
The Century Guild Hobby Horse – 
£6500 at Forum on March 26.

For Powell though, it was to 
prove something of a marathon. As 
potential buyers were promised, there 
was to be no rushing the bidding in 
these exceptional circumstances, but 
it was going to be a long day. 

“I spent over nine hours 
conducting the bidding, with only 
one very short break of around 15 
minutes,” he said.

Some 500-600 bidders registered 
and as well as those in video contact 
with Powell in the room – working 
“...at a distance from those others 
present” – prospective buyers were 
also able to place bids with Forum 
staff based at home.

Overall the collection raised 
around £750,000 on 450 or so lots 
and, said Powell after the event, “I 
don’t think that that it could have 

1 2 3 4
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Send your books news to Ian McKay at  
editorial@antiquestradegazette.com

1 & 2. Two of the elaborately decorated 
initials from an exceptional Elizabethan 
alphabet manuscript sold for £27,000. 

3. A leaf from the 1750 first edition of 
David Jefferies’ Treatise on Diamonds 
and Pearls... which made £5000.

4. The success of a few lots took Forum 
somewhat by surprise, among them 
an 1899, English language edition of 
Gustav Schmoranz’s Old Oriental Gilt 
and Enamelled Glass. Illustrated with 
32 chromolitho plates, it made £6000 
rather than the suggested £300-400.

5. Among the colour plate successes, 
a record-equalling £24,000 was paid 
for William Simpson and Sir John 
W Kaye’s India Ancient and Modern. 
This two-volume, large folio work of 
1867 contains 50 chromolitho plates 
after Simpson, who spent three years 
travelling in the sub-continent to fulfil 
his illustrative commission.

engravings and drawings of items in 
his own collection.

Not in the best of conditions but 
sold for a far higher than expected 
and record £5000 was a rare 1750 
first of A Treatise on Diamonds and 
Pearls... by David Jeffries. Illustrated 
with 30 engraved plates, this was 
the first book in English to describe 
how diamonds and pearls can be 
evaluated by size or weight and style 
of cut. A 19th century edition was 
also part of the lot.

Sold for £2200, 10 times the low 
estimate, was a 1756, first German 
edition of Jeffries’ book, a version 
illustrated with just 10 plates.

In a half morocco library binding 
and estimated at just £300-400, 
but sold for £8000 was The Political 
Songster... of 1771 by John Freeth, or 
J.Free as he is styled on the title-page. 

The owner of the Leicester Arms, 
a Birmingham inn and coffee house, 
Freeth wrote songs based on current 
events that he would then sing to 
entertain his customers. They proved 
so popular that he published a first 

collection of them in 1766, another 
great rarity. This later selection, 
printed by another well-known 
Birmingham figure, John Baskerville, 
was acquired by an American 
collector, said Forum – one who has 
had to wait several decades to seize 
the opportunity.

Though it did not live wholly 
up to expectations, selling a few 
thousand pounds under low estimate 
at £24,000, a copy of James Short’s 
Account of the Proceedings, in order to 
the Discovery of the Longitude..., a rare 
account of the first trial of Harrison’s 
famous fourth chronometer on HMS 
Deptford in the years 1761-62, was 
only the third copy seen at auction 
in 25 years.

In 2007 the Streeter copy made 
$80,000 (then around £40,000) at 
Christie’s New York and in 2014 a 
copy in a beautiful period binding 
offered  at Sotheby’s as part of the 
Franklin Brooke-Hitching library 
reached £38,000.

Also in the recent Forum sale was 
a 1765 first of Harrison’s own 1765 
account of the second sea trial of H4, 
which sold at £22,000.

Sold at £9000 was a contemporary 
and related work (in a modern library 
binding of half calf) that makes no 
mark in auction records. This was 
a brief paper of 1765, Thoughts on the 
Means of Improving Watches, And most 
particularly Those for the Use of the Sea, 
by a leading horologist of the age, 
Thomas Mudge. 

A copy in original boards of the 
much admired Kelmscott edition 
of the works of Geoffrey Chaucer, 
previewed in ATG No 2429, was 
another of the higher-priced lots, 
selling at £32,000. It features wood-
engraved illustrations by WH Hooper 
after the originals of Sir Edward 
Burne-Jones and with decorative 
borders and initials designed by its 
publisher, William Morris.

A very large collection of drawings 
by John Flaxman, William Wyon and 
others made a low-estimate £30,000, 
while sold at £35,000 was a 
monumental and handsomely bound, 

* The only lot not sold on the day was Matthew Boulton’s annotated family Bible. A 
finely bound example of Baskerville’s great folio Bible of 1763, it became the focus of 
what proved a very successful fundraising campaign to acquire it for preservation and 
eventual display in the Cadbury Research Library at the University of Birmingham. 

A week or so prior to sale it was withdrawn by the consignors and now rests in its 
new and permanent home.

Left: sold at £5200, 
Fifteen Plates 
of Composition 
Ornaments..., an oblong 
folio collection printed 
in Stamford in 1790, 
featured the products 
of the Langwith firm of 
architects and builders 
in nearby Grantham. 
Some of the mostly 
wood engraved plates 
are printed in blue, as 
here.

5

six-volume Russian work of the 19th 
century that in its English version 
of the title is known as Antiquities 
of the Russian Empire. Compiled by 
Sergei Grigorevich Stroganov, the 
latter contains over 500 plates. It 

documents Russian life and society 
through its regal, domestic and 
ecclesiastical treasures. Featuring 
jewellery, costumes, weapons and 
armour, most are chromolithographs, 
some of them heightened in gold. n

British and Irish book auctions (all online only)

Sales marked with an * are those in which books and ephemera form part of a 
larger sale. Sales marked  4  are viewable on thesaleroom.com

Apr 14  4  11 lots Books, Bretells - Newport  01952 815925

Apr 15  4  Autographs, Chaucer Auctions - Folkestone  0800 170 1314

Apr 18 4  12 lots Maps & Books, Elstob & Elstob - Ripon  01765 699200

Apr 22  4  Autographs, Chaucer Auctions - Folkestone  0800 170 1314

Apr 23 4 	 Books	&	Works	on	Paper,	inc.	Birmingham	Assay	Office	lots,	Forum - London  020 7871 2640

ends Apr 23 4  Royal Letters & Photos, Historical Documents, etc, William George  01733 667680

Apr 24 4  Sports Memorabilia, Sportingold - Saunderton  01494 565921

Apr 25 4  Movie & Music Memorabilia, inc. Autographs, Excalibur Auctions - Elstree 020 3633 0913

ends Apr 26 4  6 lots Comics & Autographs, William George  01733 667680

Apr 27 4  27 lots Books & Comics, Richard Winterton - Lichfield  01543 251081

Apr 28 4  32 lots Books, Claydon Auctioneers - Middle Claydon  01296 714434

‘Online Only’ Auction Calendar
Please see forumauctions.co.uk for our COVID-19 response
Books & Works on Paper   Thursday 23rd April

Paolozzi Prints from a Private Collection Wednesday 29th April

Modern Literature, Children’s, Private Press Thursday 30th April 
and Original Illustrations

Books & Works on Paper   Thursday 7th May 

Books & Works on Paper    Thursday 21st May 
 

Forum Auctions, 220 Queenstown Road, London SW8 4LP
Contact: +44 (0) 20 7871 2640 | books@forumauctions.co.uk
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Believing there’s room for impartial art advice from an auction 
veteran, Clive Stewart-Lockhart has left Woolley & Wallis to 
embark on one last career move. Noelle McElhatton went to hear his 
plans ahead of the current Covid-19 lockdown

When Clive Stewart-Lockhart was in his 20s, he 
collected Clarice Cliff. Not a lot of people know 
that, but when ATG meets with him in Salisbury 
in early March, the auctioneer is gazing lovingly at 
the catalogue for a forthcoming Woolley & Wallis 
Clarice Cliff and Art Deco sale. 

“I have an Orange Trees and House-pattern tea set, 
bought for £18 in 1974, coming up in this sale,” he 
says, excitedly, followed by a frown. “I’m worried 
about the cohort of 40-year-olds and under. I was 
collecting in my mid-20s, but now young people 
want to spend their money on experiences instead 
of buying stuff, with minimalist houses because 
they move more often.”

Pointing to the Woolleys catalogue, he adds: 
“That’s the real challenge for our industry – who’s 
going to absorb all these objects?”

The question hangs unanswered, as the issue 
with younger buyers is unlikely to hinder Stewart-
Lockhart in his next and possibly final career 
chapter. We’re talking just ahead of his departure 
from Woolleys after eight years, latterly as deputy 
chairman, to become an art adviser. At the 
Salisbury salerooms and prior to that at Dreweatt 
Neate, it has been decades on the rostrum.

“The world of work is very interesting right 
now, with more and more people self-employed,” 
he says chirpily. Reminded that Britain’s gig 
economy is pretty crowded, accounting for nearly 
five million workers, he jokes that he’s “more than 
happy to be a statistic”.

Leaving the ranks of PAYE workers will no 
doubt come as a shock after 47 years, though. 
Stewart-Lockhart responds that he’ll still be doing 
“much the same as I have been doing for the past 
20 years, which is dealing with clients who want to 
sort their lives out in one way or another. I’ll just 
be doing it on my own account.”

At 65, Stewart-Lockhart is at the upper end of 
the age range of those pursuing a solo enterprise. 
Such longevity has its upsides too, of course. 

His little black book also includes former 
colleagues from his days as an expert on the BBC’s 
Antiques Roadshow (from 1994-2017).

Fellow specialists John Benjamin and Paul 
Viney, former chairman of Woolleys until his 

“the difficulty in getting impartial help”. 
“If I go into a valuation as a Dreweatts man 

or a Woolleys man, I’m selling those companies. 
Whereas if I go to a valuation without that label, I 
can say where it should be sent for the best price.” 

Now free from the requirements to think of 
auctions as the sole route to market, Stewart-
Lockhart looks forward to “the occasions where I 
can do private sales for a client rather than putting 
them through the rooms. Some things do better at 
auction at certain levels. Equally, there are objects 
you can get a much better price for if you have a 
specific client in mind… who just has to have it.

“Now I can actually say to clients, that dealer 
or the art department in that particular auction 
house might do you a better job.” 

He relishes the growth of strong regional 
salerooms in recent years and is reluctant to stake 
his claim to helping in that rise. The record speaks 
for itself, however. At Dreweatt Neate Fine Art, 
for instance, a division that grew out of an estate 
agent and farming auction business, Stewart-
Lockhart set up dedicated picture and ceramics 
sales, with some notable successes.

Career high
It was a private client, the National Library of 
Australia, which was at the centre of Stewart-
Lockhart’s most fondly remembered sale – a career 
high while at Dreweatt Neate (see box, top right). 
“The library couldn’t afford to have the collection 
go to another country, so we brokered a private 
deal with the owner,” he recalls.  

He may now dabble in dealing himself, “but I’m 
not going to buy off Mrs Smith to sell to another 
dealer,” he says. As he talks about the vital 
personal network an adviser needs to maintain, we 
ask whose personal brand he most admires in the 
dealer world. Without a pause, Stewart-Lockhart 
replies “Robert Young, by a mile,” he says. 

The pair were at Marlborough College 

Interview Clive Stewart-Lockhart

16  |  18 April 2020

The next
chapter

Curriculum Vitae
2012-20

Managing director to deputy chairman, W&W

1982-2012
Cataloguer, rising to managing director and 

deputy chairman, Dreweatt Watson & Barton, 
Dreweatt Neate

1976-82
Ceramics and general valuations, Sotheby’s

1975-76
Assistant, Bluett & Sons

1973-75
Student and administrator, Sotheby’s

retirement last year, are among his close friends. 
Though Asian art and pictures have been his 

metier, Stewart-Lockhart classes himself as a 
generalist and if he doesn’t know the answer to a 
client question, “I know someone who does”. 

Will he be running obscure Victorian paintings 
by his other one-time Roadshow colleague, Rupert 
Maas? “Of course I’d want to put things in front of 
Rupert!” he says. “Who wouldn’t want to pick up 
the phone to Rupert?”

Though no longer appearing on the Beeb, 
his profile remains strong, helped by continued 
involvement in lecturing at Sotheby’s Institute and 
the Arts Society (now delivered online during the 
Covid-19 lockdown). 

Impartial help
The admin around setting up a business has 
preoccupied Stewart-Lockhart – though he had 
already grasped the minutiae of GDPR and the 
more recent anit-money laundering regulations 
while at Woolleys.

A new website, artadvice.co.uk, has launched 
and professional indemnity insurance has been 
purchased “in case I give bad advice”. 

Not that this is the intention. The gap Stewart-
Lockhart wants to fill arises from what he says is 
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together, followed by art education at Sotheby’s 
Institute. Stewart-Lockhart admires his friend’s 
entrepreneurial spirit: starting as a furniture 
dealer, evolving in the early 1980s into the 
unfashionable area of folk art, while purchasing 
a shop in Battersea, again ahead of the fashion 
curve. “Robert has built an incredibly strong 
brand, helped by an engaging, non-pushy style and 
brilliant social media,” he says, adding that folk 
art is “so compatible with Instagram”.

Quieter years
Stewart-Lockhart emerges from Woolleys after 
two of the quieter years of his career. A persistent 
blood cancer condition requires regular rest 
breaks, to which a rolled-up bed in his office 
attests. “The illness is not terminal, it just requires 
managing and being self-employed will help,” he 
says, matter-of-factly. 

As the interview ends, Stewart-Lockhart 
talks about what has and hasn’t changed in the 
auctioneering business across his career. He was 
an early adopter of live bidding – “I did the first 
live sale on thesaleroom.com back in 2006,” he 
says proudly – and believes that timed auctions as 
a format will go mainstream.

What hasn’t changed, he notes, is the profile of 
people best suited to the art and antiques market: 
“Not necessarily the straight-A students, though 
the big auction rooms still seem to think so.”

In his recruitment of talent over the years, 
devotion to art and antiques remains paramount. 

On a noticeboard above his desk is a photo of one 
of his three sons dressed in his military uniform. 
When interviewing a young candidate for a position 
at Woolleys some years ago, Stewart-Lockhart 
noticed the man kept looking at the photograph. 

“After a while I asked him, what is it you really 
want to do, and he replied, I want to join the Royal 
Marines. I told him if that was his passion, he 
should follow it, as I’ve followed mine.” n
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Down memory lane 
This photo was taken at the July 1992 sale of the 
contents of Sunnyclose, near Henley-on-Thames. 

“It was a huge undertaking and we needed extra 
help,” Clive Stewart-Lockhart recalls. “So we recruited 
assistance from the Fine Art Valuation course at 
Southampton, then a wonderful source of keen  
young talent.” 

In the front row, next to each other, can be seen 
youngsters John Axford and Jonathan Pratt, now 
chairman of Woolley & Wallis and managing director of 
Dreweatts, respectively. 

The photo also includes Rachel Furr (then Coleman – 
middle row, to the left), who went on to work at Bonhams 
and Elaine Binning (far right, facing away) who became a 
director of Dreweatts and head of furniture. 

Binning is one of four future BBC antiques experts 
in shot, working with Stewart-Lockhart and Axford 
on Antiques Roadshow, and Flog It! and Bargain Hunt 
regular Pratt.

The sale was held in conjunction with valuation firm 
Gurr Johns, which 28 years later went on to acquire 
Dreweatts and Bloomsbury auction houses in 2017.

“It’s a moment in time,” Stewart-Lockhart muses, 
“where agents and auctioneers worked together, as 
well as capturing two of the senior UK auctioneering 
figures when they were mere students, with their careers 
stretching out ahead of them.”

My gavel moments 
Clive Stewart-Lockhart recalls 
memorable sales, including one 
‘barn find’ with a difference, across 
his 45-plus years as an auctioneer

When: September 1985
What: at a Dreweatt Neate Fine Art 
picture auction – a format Stewart-
Lockhart introduced to the firm – a 
1720s landscape oil painting of a fox 
hunt by English sporting artist John 
Wootton (1686-1764) accounted for 
half the day’s takings. It hammered 
at £106,000 and for years held the 
firm’s house record.

When: May 1986
What: in 1986, Stewart-Lockhart 
was asked to sell selected lots by 
the Burdett family that had come 
from their ancestral home, Ramsbury 
Manor in Wiltshire. By the time of 
the auction, the manor was owned 
by property tycoon Harry Hyams, 
who was quietly filling it with his own 
choice of treasures.  

The Burdetts had loaned 
key items to museums and 

Stewart-Lockhart had the task of 
“rounding these up, much to the 
disappointment of the curators”. 

In his research, he discovered a 
set of six George III Chippendale-
period carved giltwood girandoles 
(one shown right) that had hung in 
the saloon at Ramsbury. 

Titled An Important Auction 
of English Furniture, the property 
of Sir Francis Burdett’s Will Trust, 
the auction’s proceeds totalled 
£250,000.

The six mirrors were bought 
by Harry Hyams for £90,000 to be 
repatriated back to Ramsbury Manor 
– in exactly the same place they had 
resided in the past.  

When: 2005
What: a memorable private treaty 
sale brokered by Dreweatts to an 
institution on the other side of the 
world began in the year 2000 with 
a probate valuation of the Earl of 
Ducie’s estate in Gloucestershire.

In the family’s barn, Stewart-
Lockhart came across a folio of more 
than 50 watercolours of birds and 
flowers, none of which were signed. 
“I had no idea who painted them but 
as one was of a kookaburra [shown 
left], I assumed that they might all be 
Australian,” he recalls.

Stewart-Lockhart and his friend, 
dealer and academic Christopher 
Foley, began painstaking research, 
including analysing the paints used 
and paper, as well as discovering 
how the watercolours came to be in 
the possession of the Ducie family. 

The works were discovered to 
be by George Raper, a 19-year-old 
midshipman on the ‘First Fleet’ 
to Australia in the 1780s taking 
convicts to the newly established 
penal colony there. Two modern-

day trips to 
Canberra by 
Stewart-Lockhart 
convinced the 
National 
Library of 
Australia that 
it had to 
have these 
drawings – 
among the first 
visual records 
of the continent 
by a European 
artist. 

The deal was 
record-breaking 
for both buyer and 
auctioneer. Sold for a 
reputed £1m-plus, the 
private treaty sale of The Ducie 
Collection of First Fleet Art was 
the largest ever negotiated by a UK 
regional saleroom and, at the same 
time, a record amount paid for art 
by any Australian institution.

When: July 2017
What: having managed the sale of 
contents from Donnington Grove in 
1991 while at Dreweatts, Stewart-
Lockhart found the house to be a 
gift that kept on giving. After he 
moved to W&W in 2012 to become 
its managing director, the house’s 
owners consigned a succession of 
pieces into the Salisbury saleroom. 

The most important of these was 
a George II giltwood wall mirror in 
the manner of Matthias Lock and 
John Linnell. Estimated at £20,000-
30,000, it made £78,000 (plus 25% 
buyer’s premium).

“It shows the importance of 
keeping in touch with old clients, 
many of whom became friends,” 
Stewart-Lockhart says.R
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Six pictures by Anglo-
Canadian artist Hugh Cronyn 
(1905-96) feature in the 
Modern & Post-War British 
art sale at Chiswick Auctions 
on April 22. They include 
Churchill’s Funeral Barge 
– Havengore approaching 
Festival Pier, painted in 
1965 and depicting Winston 
Churchill’s funeral procession 
that Cronyn witnessed first-hand from the Embankment on the north side of the Thames. 
Estimate £600-800.

 chiswickauctions.co.uk*

This c.1900 Viennese cold painted 
bronze model of the medieval ‘iron 
maiden’ torture chamber has a concealed 
surprise. Hoping the doors reveals a 
slide-out gilt bronze female nude. At 
the Objet d’art and Bijouterie sale at 
Wilkinsons in Doncaster on April 19, the 
10½in (26cm) high model is estimated at 
£3500-4000.

 wilkinsons-auctioneers.co.uk*

This original vintage circus advertising poster for 
The Greatest Show on Earth – Barnum & Bailey’s 
Ringling Circus was printed in the US, c.1942. 
It has an estimate of £150-300 at Antikbar in 
London on April 25

 antikbar.co.uk*
This 20in (51cm) high Tang dynasty (618-906AD) pottery 
figure of a dancing courtier retaining much of its pink and 
green pigment carries an estimate of £3000-6000 at Pax 
Romana in London on April 26. It comes for sale from an 
Oxfordshire collection formed from the 1970s until 2000 and 
has a thermoluminescence report from a Germany lab. 

 paxromana.auction*

This René Lalique Longchamp car mascot is 
guided at £2000-3000 at Elstob & Elstob’s 
live online auction on April 18. The clear and 
frosted glass mascot is the rarer ‘double 
mane’ variant made to a 1929 design.

 elstobandelstob.co.uk*

The Football Match, a monochrome limited edition print by LS Lowry (1887-1976) 
has an estimate of £1500-2000 at Richard Winterton in Lichfield on April 27. 
Signed bottom right, it is also numbered 736 from the edition of 850.

 richardwinterton.co.uk*

Previews

British naval officer, naturalist and artist Admiral Sir George Back (1796-1878) produced 
many illustrations of the Canadian Arctic. This watercolour and bodycolour on paper 
is signed Capt Back, dated July 9, 1826, and inscribed with the title A Young Esquimaux 
Woman of the Tribe of the McKenzie. Made during the Mackenzie River expedition of 
1825-27 (the second of three Arctic expeditions led by John Franklin) it is offered together 
with a related black and white engraving by Edward Finden titled Esquimaux woman and 
Esquimaux man, both of the Thleweechodezeth tribe, dated July 28th 1834. The estimate at 
Wotton Auction Rooms in Gloucestershire on April 28-29 is £1000-1500.

 wottonauctionrooms.co.uk*

Send your previews three weeks in advance of sale 
 to editorial@antiquestradegazette.com

Place a max bid before the auction or bid 
live for these items on thesaleroom.com

* BID LIVE AT thesaleroom.com

The auction calendar has been much changed by Covid-19 restrictions. However, as 
indicated by these lots offered for sale in April, some UK auction houses continue 
to transact behind closed doors holding ‘live online’ sales with bids taken via 
bidding platforms such as thesaleroom.com or over the phone. Typically purchases 
can either be collected safely and couriered, or stored by the auctioneers until 
the current government guidance is lifted. Some of the events below have been 
rescheduled from earlier dates. Check antiquestradegazette.com/calendar and 
thesaleroom.com for the latest updates.

The sale at Greenslade Taylor Hunt in Taunton on April 30 includes three early 
cricket bats. This example, dated to the first half of the 18th century, is made with a 
single piece of wood with a narrow curved ‘paddle’ face. Retaining its black and red 
paint finish, the estimate is £200-300.

 gth.net/auctions/antiques*

This late 19th century ‘scrimshaw’ carved marine ivory 
pastry crimper with five wheels and an inlaid lozenge of 
abalone has an estimate of £400-500 at Claydon 
Auctions of Middle Claydon, Buckinghamshire 
on April 27-28. The firm was previously 
known as Dickins Auctions. 

 claydonauctioneers.com*
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Dealers Online
Our selection of 40 objects to view and buy
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  judy-fox.com

  johnbly.com

Messum’s 
La Voix des Sources is an early painting by Lucien Hector 
Monod (1867-1957), whose estate is represented by 
Messum’s. The oil is available for £36,000.  

  messums.com

Santiago Ventura Real Antiques, Art & Design 
Priced at £2500, this René Lalique glass Lausanne 
plafonnier is a model introduced in 1929. It retains its 
original three-way light fitting and ceiling mount. 

Sims Reed Gallery
Joan Miró’s 1939 lithograph Barcelona: XXV, from 
an edition of five printed in 1944, is offered for 
£20,000. It comes from a series named after the 
artist’s hometown where he found refuge after 
escaping occupied Paris.

  gallery.simsreed.com

  svrantiques.com

  apter-fredericks.com

  christopherbuck.co.uk

  redfern-gallery.com

  slmoss.com

Judy Fox Antiques 
This 1920s marble sculpture of an Egyptian lady with 
a stylised sphinx, 2ft 2in (64cm) wide, by Italian artist 
Adolfo Cipriani (1880-1930), is priced at £3000. 

Apter-Fredericks 
Depicting two elegant ladies on a riverbank, this Chinese reverse glass 
mirror picture from the Qianlong period, c.1760, housed in an English 
giltwood frame, is 20in (50cm) wide and available for £45,000. 

Sydney L Moss 
Offered for £39,500, this pair of Japanese paint-
lacquered wood Inari fox kami, 13½in (35cm) high, 
dates to the 18th or 19th century. These messengers 
of the spirit Inari are depicted holding a jewel and a 
key in their mouths. 

John Bly Antiques 
This George II period 
mahogany open armchair, 
c.1755, attributed to Matthias 
Lock has been reupholstered 
in floral silk. It is offered for 
£68,000.

The Redfern Gallery
John Piper’s Carsluith Castle, Solway Firth, 1975-76, 
completed in ink, wash and watercolour on paper,  
is available for £12,000. 

Christopher Buck 
Antiques
Pictured here is one of 
a pair of hand-painted 
demi-lune side cabinets 
by Wright & Mansfield, 
c.1890, priced at £15,000.
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Loveday
This Louis XVI gilt bronze-mounted bois citronnier (lemon 
tree wood) and amaranth marble-topped commode, c.1785, 
is attributed to Claude-Charles Saunier (1735-1807). 
Measuring 4ft 2in (1.28m) wide, it is offered for £42,500. 

  lovedayantiques.co.uk
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Elaine Phillips Antiques 
This 18th century carving of fruit, vines and foliage, possibly for use 
over a door, measures 7ft (2.18m) long and is priced at £1450. 

  elainephillipsantiques.co.uk

The Fine Art Society in Edinburgh
This oil on canvas, Sunset Over Coast by John Houston (1930-2008), 
is signed and dated 1980-81 and offered for £6000 + ARR.

  fasedinburgh.com

David Foord-Brown Antiques  
This pair of Adam period giltwood drawing room chairs is carved 
in the neoclassical taste with motifs including paterae and ribbon 
garlands. Made c.1775, the chairs are available for £22,500. 

  davidfoord-brown.com

Tim Saltwell Antiques 
Offered for £5950, this Louis XV-style 

mahogany and gilt bronze mounted 
bureau plat, c.1880, measures 2ft 11in 

(90cm) wide. It is attributed to François 
Linke (1855-1946) and was retailed by 

Edwards & Roberts.

  timsaltwell.co.uk

Anthony Outred 
This 3ft 3in (99cm) high marble 
sculpture of Rebecca by William Theed 
the Younger, signed and dated 1881, is 
offered for £35,000. 

  outred.co.uk 

Philip Mould & Company
This watercolour and pencil portrait, c.1800-10, by 
Richard Cosway (1742-1821) depicts the Prince of 
Wales, later George IV, in armour with the sash of the 
Order of the Garter. Labels and inscriptions to the 
reverse read in part: This portrait was given by the 
King to my mother the Countess of Mornington. It is 
priced at £8500. 

Radnorshire Fine Arts 
Silvered Glass Goblet, signed and dated 
1999 by John Sergeant (1937-2010), 
is completed in charcoal estompé and 
conté crayon heightened with white 
on grey paper. It is offered framed and 
glazed for £700. 

  radnorshire-fine-arts.co.uk
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Derek Johns Old Master Paintings
Eliot Hodgkin (1905-87), cousin of Abstract painter Howard Hodgkin, 
worked principally in egg tempera from the 1930s onwards. Black and 
White Grapes (1957) is offered for £18,000. 

  derekjohns.co.uk

Gerard Delsing Antiques
Belgian dealership Gerard Delsing offers this 
Norwegian Arts & Crafts ebonised swivel 
armchair for £1950. 

  delsing.be

Stern Pissarro Gallery 
Paysage aux Bottes de Blé devant le Château de Georgenborn 
by Gustave Cariot (1872-1950) has a provenance to a private 
collection in Paris and is available for £32,500. 

  pissarro.art

Manning Fine Art 
This gouache, The Coming of the Ice Age II, is one of 
a series of four small paintings on a theme by Clifford 
Ellis (1907-85). It is offered for £1550. 

  manningfineart.co.uk

Stair Sainty 
Diana has just fired her arrow in this 1906 portrayal by Ferdinand von 
Keller (1842-1922), a prominent figure in the German art world at the 
turn of the 20th century. This oil on board is offered for £70,000.

  stairsainty.com

Foster & Gane  
Both the top and bottom cabinet in this mid-19th 
century Korean persimmon chest-on-chest have 
doors in bookmatched timber. Featuring brass 
hinges in the form of butterflies and bats, the 
piece is available for £2650.

  steveslyjapaneseart.com

Brandt Asian Art 
Modelled as a standing goose, this bronze 
Chinese Ming incense burner, 12in (30cm) 
tall, is available for £4200.  

  brandtasianart.com

Richard Green Fine Paintings
Mary Fedden’s Three crocuses, quail egg and 
mug, signed and dated 1987 is offered for 
£32,000 + ARR. 

  richardgreen.com

Steve Sly  
Japanese Works of Art 
This 15in (37cm) Meiji period 
silvered bronze and carved 
wood okimono of a snowy 
egret is signed by Hidenao 
and offered for  
£8450. 
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  instagram.com/
       philtaylorscoolstuff

Malcolm Eglin Antiques
This late-17th century oak dresser base, measuring 4ft 7in 
(1.4m) wide, has neat proportions. It is offered for £2450.

  malcolmeglinantiques.com
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Haughey 
Antiques  
Featuring an unusual 
carved wheat-sheaf pediment, 
this Hepplewhite period mahogany 
breakfront bookcase, c.1790, in the manner of 
Gillows is offered for £28,000. 

  haugheyantiques.co.uk

Patrick Pollak Rare Books  
This watercolour of proposed designs for the Thames Embankment by 
Victorian architect Charles Henry Driver (1832-1900) is offered for £3500. 
It is signed and dated 1863, the year before completion of the work. 

  rarevols.co.uk

Henry Miller Fine Art 
Robert Colquhoun (1914-62) and Robert MacBryde (1913-66) were known as 
the ‘Two Roberts’ and lived together until Colquhoun’s death. He drew this 
portrait of MacBryde c.1937-38. It is offered for £8500 by Henry Miller Fine 
Art, a specialist in images of the male form. 

 henrymillerfineart.co.uk

Rhona Valentine Antique Textiles  
A set of English crewelwork panels worked on 
aubergine wool, possibly by Emily Bagshaw 
c.1870, is available from Rhona Valentine. They 
include a single long panel, 11ft 4in x 4ft 8in (3.45 
x 1.33m), priced at £4000 and a pair of panels, 
8ft 2in x 3ft 3in (2.5 x 1m), offered for £5000. 

  rhonavalentine.co.uk

Phil Taylor Cool Stuff 
Phil Taylor Cool Stuff trades from Instagram and 
his offerings include items such as this 1940s 
search lamp, available for £3250, offered 
on period aluminium with brass tripod. 

LT Antiques  
Available for £3650, this 19th century ‘drop-end’ 
Chesterfield sofa dates to c.1840. The original 
leather has been restored. 

  ltantiques.co.uk
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Michael Sim Fine English Furniture  
Measuring just 3ft 6in (1.06m) wide, this small Sheraton 

sideboard is serpentine in shape and to preserve the 
smoothness of the curve the designer has omitted handles. 

The central drawer and two cupboards open by key only. There 
are unusually large anklets on the legs instead of the more 

conventional spade feet. The piece is offered for £9850. 

  michaelsim.com 

C20 James Green  
This large Alvar Aalto writing table for Finmar, 
c.1930s, measures 6ft (1.83m) wide and is 
priced at £3250. 

  c20jamesgreen.com

Ashleigh House Fine Art 
Dealer Ron Hodgson of Ashleigh House Antiques offers this 
painting, The Old Man of Coniston, by Harrogate artist William 
Mellors (1851-1930) on the LAPADA website. It is available 
together for £1500 with another pastoral view of Cumbria by the 
same artist, both in their original swept frames. 

  lapada.org

Chappell & McCullar  
This George III rosewood, padouk and gilt-brass mounted 
commode, in the manner of Pierre Langlois, c.1770, has a 
provenance to the Rishworth family of Birthwaite Hall, Barnsley, 
and is available for £120,000. 

Yola Gray Antiques 
Offered for £7450, 
this Victorian 
Anglo-Indian four-
poster bed, c.1880, 
measures 5ft 7in 
(1.7m) wide and is 
offered in excellent 
condition. 

  yolagray.com

Richard Saltoun  
Misticheskie Obrazy Voiny (Mystical Images of War), 1914, is a 
portfolio of 14 lithographs by the Russian avant-garde artist Natalia 
Goncharova (1881-1962). It represents an early artistic response to 
the First World War. The series is offered for £30,000. 

  richardsaltoun.com

17-21 
Dealer 17-21 has two of these 1960s steel console tables, 
which feature cast and gilded abstract panels on tapered 
legs. Made in Prague, the tables measure 5ft 1in (1.56m) wide 
and are available for around £3000 each.  

2covet connects
accredited  

dealers
to discerning 

buyers
worldwide

2covet.com

PAGE 022-23 2438.indd   2 09/04/2020   15:10:33



antiquestradegazette.com24  |  18 April 2020

International Germany

An upbeat mood in changing times 
Despite the inevitable restrictions German auction houses are generally adapting well 

by Jonathan Franks

£1 = €1.10
Like their European colleagues, 
German auction houses had to act 
quickly to react to the changes in 
regulations brought in by the regional 
and national governments.

Several decided to postpone their 
sales to a later date, which in many 
cases has yet to be decided.

As things stand, April 20 is the 
current date on which the national 
lockdown might be relaxed. Most 
observers are, however, expecting it 
to be prolonged.

Many auction houses adapted to 
the new situation and transformed 
their sales to accommodate solely 
solely via phone, commission and 
internet bidders (making use of 
online marketplaces such as  
lot-tissimo.com, owned by ATG’s 
parent, Auction Technology Group).

While there were the unavoidable 
disappointments, the general mood 
was fairly upbeat and the majority of 
recent sales achieved many notable 
prices for interesting works of art, 
some of which are illustrated here. 

At Künker (23% buyer’s premium) in Osnabrück 
on March 16-20 what started as a normal sale 
continued as a self-distanced sale and finished 
as a purely online and phone auction, due to 
the restrictions imposed on a daily basis by the 
regional government.

Fortunately, the unsettled situation did little to 
deter the bidders who had after all been able to visit 
the viewing on a normal basis.

The Samel Collection of Jewish coins was one of the 
many attractions and produced the most spectacular result. 
This was achieved for a gold aureus, struck in October 70 
during the reign of Titus Vespasian with a bust of his brother 
Domitian, marking the latter’s birthday.

This particular aureus, which was purchased by Josef 
Samel in the 1960s, is the only documented example struck to 
mark this event. Such memorial coins were the expression of a 
highly political statement: the gold used came from the sacred 

treasure of the Temple in Jerusalem, which the Romans had 
plundered. They were given to dignitaries to commemorate 
special celebrations such as birthdays.

At some time, this gold coin must have come into the 
hands of a Jewish person, judging by the angry Hebrew 
graffiti scratched onto the surface of the coin on either side 
of Domitian’s head, which states quite simply ‘die’. Künker 
had been expecting €30,000, but the numerous international 
bidders drove the price to €340,000 (£309,090).

The winner by a distance

‘Largest coin ever made’

Drinking vessel with a twist

Sycee or yuanbao were a key form of currency in China 
for more than a millennium. While coins were used for 
small transactions, these solid silver ingots (made by 
local goldsmiths rather than a designated mint) were used 
when a larger medium of exchange was required.

In addition to a multitude of different regionally-
specific forms (saddle, boat and drum forms are perhaps 
the most common) sycee differ obviously in size. Some 
weighed less than one tael (about one ounce).

The largest, such as this Qing example, offered for 
sale by German auction house Eppli of Leinfelden-
Echterdingen on March 28, were cast with bullion 
weighing 50 taels.

Most large sycee were melted to cast silver coins and 
there are many reproductions and forgeries on the market. 
However, this example, tipping the scales at 1875g, has 
a series of marks for the 
emperor Jiaqing 
(1796-1821) and 
was deemed of 
the period.

The hammer 
price for ‘the 
largest coin 
ever made’ 
was €14,000 
(£12,730). It sold via 
thesaleroom.com.

Numerous bidders recognised the rarity of the coffee service for six people which took the top price at 
Hargesheimer (25% buyer’s premium) in Düsseldorf on March 12-14. The service with Peitschenhieb (Whiplash) 
decoration in a rare gold variant (previewed in ATG No 2432) was designed by the Belgian-Flemish architect and 
designer Henry van de Velde for the Meissen porcelain factory in 1903, in an attempt to modernise the image of 
the historical company. While several contemporary critics were not impressed by this design, modern collectors 
are much more appreciative. Bidders from several quarters took the price from the estimated €6000 to €57,000 
(£51,820). The auction was listed with online marketplaces lot-tissimo.com, thesaleroom.com and auction.fr.

The kuttrolf was an unusual form of drinking vessel or flask that was particularly 
popular in Germany from the 15th to the early 18th century. The bottom part of the 
vessel is connected to the top by a varying number of spiralling or twisted glass tubes.

Its origins reach back into Roman times, but similar vessels have also been found 
at Syrian excavation sites. Although generally part of German culture from the Middle 
Ages onwards, the kuttrolf was also found in the Netherlands, sometimes in Bohemia.

A fine example, 10in (26cm) high, came up for sale at Dr Fischer (28% buyer’s 
premium) in Heilbronn on March 21.

It could be dated to the 17th century and was of either German or Dutch origin. It 
incorporated four, characteristically twisted tubes. Until 1982 the kuttrolf had belonged 
to the Krug Collection of Glass, which was sold by Sotheby’s in a series of auctions in 
London. The estimate was €3000-4000, but it finally went to an Austrian collector for 
€8500 (£7730).

Meissen 
moderniser
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Send international highlights to Anne Crane at  
annecrane@antiquestradegazette.com

Centre of attention in Heidelberg

The sale of modern design held by Siebers (25% buyer’s premium) in Stuttgart on 
March 25-26 was held on lot-tissimo.com and thesaleroom.com.

One of the highlights was a Russian propaganda porcelain chess set, designed in 
1922 by the painter and sculptor Natalija Jakowlewna Danko.

The Reds and the Whites, as the set was called, was produced in the State Porcelain 
Factory in Leningrad. Until 1917 it had been the Imperial Factory and in 1925 it was 
renamed once again to become the Leningrad Lomonosov Porcelain Factory. In the 
same year, a chess set of this design was shown at Exposition Internationale des Arts 
Décoratifs in Paris, resulting in numerous orders from many parts of the world.

This was perhaps somewhat surprising, considering 
the unmistakable political message embodied in the 
figures. On the white capitalist side, the King is modelled 
as Death in armour and an ermine cloak, his Queen as 
the goddess Fortuna holding a cornucopia stuffed not 
with food, but with gold coins.

Their counterparts on the communist side are an 
honest blacksmith and a worker Queen holding a true 
horn of plenty.

On auction day, bidding started at €3000 and only 
finished when the hammer fell at €11,000 (£10,000). The 
buyer was an English collector, bidding by post.

Nagel (33% buyer’s premium) was pleased with 
the online performance of its sale in Stuttgart 
on March 18. Held on lot-tissimo.com, it also 
took phone and written bids.

Several bidders set their sights on a 17th 
century Sicilian figure of the Flagellated Christ, 
carved in pink alabaster with grey veins.

The 20in (51cm) high seated figure bore 
traces of red paint on inside of the cloak and 
the remnants of a gold pattern on the outside. 
It came from a French collection and was 
expected to bring €10,000. 
Although it was not in pristine 
condition, it more than doubled 
the guide and was knocked 
down to an anonymous buyer for 
€22,000 (£20,000).

An 18ct gold Breguet pocket 
watch sold for €9500 (£8640) to a 
bidder on lot-tissimo.com while the 
highest price of the sale the highest 
price of the sale was achieved for 
another river landscape, Jean-Baptiste 
Camille Corot’s Bouquet d’arbres 
avec une paysanne et un batelier, 
which brought the estimated €70,000 
(£63,635).

Christ rises to double the guide

Even though the hustle and bustle of a normal auction 
was missing, Metz (25% buyer’s premium) in Heidelberg 
was delighted with its highly successful online sale on 
March 20-21. Held on lot-tissimo.com and thesaleroom.
com, all the lots were offered without reserve.

Among the top results was that for a large silver 
centrepiece from the late-19th or early-20th century. 
It was 18in (46cm) high and weighed more than 105oz 
(3kg). The marks identified it as the work of the Munich 
silversmith Carl Weishaupt. The roots of the company, 
which is still in business, go back to 1692. Its current 

name dates from the mid-19th century, when Carl 
Weishaupt became court silversmith to the Bavarian 
monarch Ludwig I. Carl died in 1864, but the company 
has retained his name until today.

Around the turn of the century, there was a great 
demand for Jugendstil cutlery and centrepieces such 
as the one sold in Heidelberg. It was surmounted by 
a figure of St George and the Dragon and set with 
emeralds, pearls and coral.

After a long tussle, it went to a new owner for 
€12,500 (£11,365).

Game of strife

Alexandria, VA, (Washington D.C.) ~  info@potomackco.com ~ 703.684.4550 ~ www.potomackcompany.com VA#0704

Sevres Porcelain Bleu Celeste Flower 
Vase and Pierced Stand (Vases 
‘Hollandois’, 2eme Grandeur) 

Museum Deaccesssioned

Minton Celadon Relief- 
Molded & Celadon-Glazed 

Double-Walled Vase
Camille Pissarro (French, 1830-1903) 

Porteuse De Fagots 
Watercolor: 21.6 x 15.25 cm. 

Studio of Peter Lely (British, 1618-1680) 
Lady Elizabeth Bedingfeld Oil on canvas: 
101 x 91.5 cm. Museum Deaccesssioned       

April 25 Auction Series 

PAGE 024-25 2438.indd   2 09/04/2020   12:52:27



antiquestradegazette.com26  |  18 April 2020

Paul R. Minshull #16591. BP 12-25%; see HA.com   57765

DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG

FINE SILVER &  
OBJECTS OF VERTU

May 5, 2020 | Dallas | Live & Online

A Hermann Ratzersdorfer Gem-Set,  
Partial Gilt, and Enameled Silver-Mounted and Engraved  

Rock Crystal Figural Tazza, Vienna, circa 1880
53.8 ounces (gross)

PROPERTY FROM AN AKRON, OHIO ESTATE
Estimate: $30,000 - $50,000

View | Track | Bid
HA.com/8005

Inquiries:
Karen Rigdon | +1.214.409.1723 | KarenR@HA.com 

Friedrich-Ebert-Straße 11+12 | 40210 Düsseldorf | Germany | Phone + 49 (0) 211/ 30 200 10 | WhatsApp +49 (0) 160 / 300 20 10 | info@russian.sale

www.russian.saleRussia, 18th century Evgeni Alexandrovich Lanceray (1848-1886)
Elisa Apolina Deharme (1805-1869)

Portrait  of Alexander II of Russia
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Get your 

Morning Briefing  
from Antiques Trade Gazette

Sign up today for free and stay one step ahead  
antiquestradegazette.com/morningbriefing

If you want to keep on top of the latest news in the art and antiques world, 
signing up to Antiques Trade Gazette’s Morning Briefing email is a must.

Free and delivered straight to your inbox on any device – mobile, tablet, 
laptop – the Gazette Morning Briefing keeps you informed with the latest 
news while at home.
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15 - 28 April  Auction Calendar

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 15

 
BRITISH TOY AUCTIONS
The Auction Centre, 9 Berkeley Court, 
Manor Park, Runcorn, Cheshire, 
WA7 1TQ.
Tel: +44 (0)1928 579032
Toys, 11.00
(live online only)
britishtoyauctions.co.uk 4

C & T AUCTIONEERS
Unit 4 High House Business Park,  
High House Lane, Kenardington,  
Kent, TN26 2LF.
Tel: +44 (0)1233 510050
Antiques & Armour, 10.00 
(live online only)
candtauctions.co.uk 4

CHAUCER AUCTIONS 
Webster House, 24 Jesmond Street, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5QW.
Tel: +44 (0)8451 304094
Autographs & Stamps, 10.00 
(live online only)
chaucercollectables.co.uk 4

PENRITH FARMERS’ & KIDD’S
The Skirsgill Saleroom, Agricultural 
Hall, Skirsgill, Penrith, Cumbria, 
CA11 0DN.
Tel: +44 (0)1768 890781
General Antiques, Interiors & 
Household, 10.00 
(live online only)
pfkauctions.co.uk 4

SPINK & SON
67-69 Southampton Row,  
London, WC1B 4ET.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7563 4000
Philatelic Collectors’ Series, 10.00 
(live online only)
spink.com

TIM DAVIDSON 
New Market House, Meadow Lane, 
Gotham, Nottingham, NG2 3GY.
Tel: +44 (0)1159 868550
Cigarette & Trade Cards, Postcards, 
Autographs & Ephemera, 10.00  
(live online only)
timdavidsonauctions.co.uk

THE AUCTION CENTRE
9 Berkeley Court, Manor Park, 
Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 1TQ.
Tel: +44 (0)1928 579796
Antiques & Collectables, 12.00 
(live online only)
theauctioncentre.co.uk 4

WARRINGTON & NORTHWICH 
AUCTIONS
551 Europa Boulevard, Westbrook, 
Warrington, Cheshire, WA5 7TP.
Tel: +44 (0)1925 658833
A: Home & Garden, 09.00
B: Antiques & Collectables, 10.00
C: Furniture & Picture, 15.00 
(live online only)
warringtonauctions.co.uk 4

WELLERS
Narroways Road, Eastville,  
 Bristol, BS2 9XB.
Tel: +44 (0)1483 802280
Retirement Sale, 10.00 
(live online only)
wellersauctions.com 4

THURSDAY 
APRIL 16

 
ASHLEY WALLER AUCTIONS
Four Oaks, Farm Lane, Lower 
Withington, Cheshire, SK11 9DU.
Tel: +44 (0)1477 571001
Furniture, Collectables, Vintage Items, 
Tools, Asian Art & Ceramics, 10.00 
(live online only)
ashleywaller.co.uk 4

DIX NOONAN WEBB
16 Bolton Street, Mayfair,  
London, W1J 8BQ.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7016 1700
Orders, Decorations, Medals & 
Militaria, 10.00 
(live online only)
dnw.co.uk 4

ELMWOOD’S
Ground Floor Studio, The Red House, 
Munrow Mews, London, W10 5XS.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7096 8933
Jewellery, 14.00 
(live online only)
elmwoods.co.uk 4

FEATONBY’S AUCTIONEERS
15 Little Bedford Street, North 
Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE29 6NW.
Tel: +44 (0)1912 522601
General, Collectables & Fine Art, 10.00 
(live online only)
featonbys.co.uk 4

FELLOWS
Augusta House, 19 Augusta Street, 
Birmingham, West Midlands, B18 6JA.
Tel: +44 (0)1212 122131
Jewellery, 10.00 
(live online only)
fellows.co.uk 4

LYON & TURNBULL
33 Broughton Place, Edinburgh, 
EH1 3RR.
Tel: +44 (0)1315 578844
Contemporary & Post War Art, 11.00 
(live online only)
lyonandturnbull.com 4

SPINK & SON
67-69 Southampton Row,  
London, WC1B 4ET.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7563 4000
British Borneo Stamps & Covers, 
10.00 
(live online only)
spink.com

WELLERS
Narroways Road, Eastville,  
Bristol, BS2 9XB.
Tel: +44 (0)1483 802280
Retirement Sale, 10.00 
(live online only)
wellersauctions.com 4

FRIDAY 
APRIL 17

 
HANSONS 
Heage Lane, Etwall, 
Derbyshire, DE65 6LS. 
Tel: +44 (0)1283 733988
Vintage Humber Cars, Memorabilia & 
Tools, 10.00  
(live online only)
hansonsauctioneers.co.uk 4

TIM DAVIDSON 
New Market House, Meadow Lane, 
Gotham, Nottingham, NG2 3GY.
Tel:+44 (0)1159 868550
Cigarette Card Types & Sets, 10.00 
(online only)
timdavidsonauctions.co.uk

OMEGA AUCTIONS
Sankey Valley Industrial Estate, 
Junction Lane, Newton-le-Willows, 
Merseyside, WA12 8DN.
Tel: +44 (0)1925 873040
Rare & Collectable Vinyl Records, 
11.00 
(live online only)
omegaauctions.co.uk 4

SPICER’S AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS
The Exchange Saleroom, Exchange 
Street, Driffield, East Yorkshire, 
YO25 6LD.
Tel: +44 (0)1377 593593
Victorian & Home Furnishings, 10.00 
(live online only)
spicersauctioneers.com

SUNDAY 
APRIL 19

 
LOTS ROAD
71 Lots Road, London, SW10 0RN.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7376 6800
Antique Furniture, Art, Carpets & 
Rugs, 12.00 
(live online only)
lotsroad.com 4

POTTERIES AUCTIONS
The Cobridge Saleroom,  
271 Waterloo Road, Cobridge,  
Stoke on Trent, ST6 3HR.
Tel: +44 (0)1782 638100
British Pottery & Household Items, 
10.00 
(live online only)
potteriesauctions.com

SULLIVANS AUCTIONS
Pant Industrial Estate, Merthyr Tydfil, 
South Glamorgan, CF48 2SR.
Tel: +44 (0)1685 384603
Furniture & Fine Art, 10.00 
(live online only)
sullivansauctions.com

The original and authoritative  
listing of UK sales
Every care is taken in compiling this calendar – changes 
are happening very quickly at the moment.
Due to current market conditions caused by Covid-19, 
this week we are listing only those UK auctions that we 
have been able to verify as definitely taking place and 
being held as live online-only sales. Such auctions will 
be held behind closed doors, are not open to members of 
the public for bidding in the room and can be operated by 
the auctioneer remotely. Bidding takes place online and 
may also be available on the phone or on commission, 
you should check directly with the auction house for full 
details including the storage arrangements or delivery 
options that are currently available.

We are also listing timed auctions that are being held on 
thesaleroom.com – all bidding on these sales takes place 
online and can be operated by the auctioneer remotely.
Use our online calendar to check for updates and also 
check the latest news on our website where changes to 
dates and sale formats are listed.
Information accurate at time of going to press  
(2pm Friday April 9).
Antiques Trade Gazette cannot accept responsibility for 
errors or omissions. 

 
Auctioneers are requested to contact us with details 
of their sales and inform us of any changes.
Contact us at:  
calendar@antiquestradegazette.com

UK and Ireland 
auction advertising

Elstob & Elstob 11
Fellows 11
Forum Auctions 15
Wilkinson’s  5

64,833
lots for sale on 
thesaleroom.com

74                                                             
auctions in our  
UK calendar

Live online only: live auctions listed as ‘live online only’ have no bidding in person and can be operated by the auctioneer remotely. Bids can be placed online and usually on commission  
and on the phone – check with the auction house for details. Latest updates available at antiquestradegazette.com/calendar

STERLING VAULT
93-94 West Street, Farnham,  
Surrey, GU9 7EB.
Tel: +44 (0)1252 720815
Jewellery, 10.30 
(live online only)
sterlingvault.co.uk 4

SATURDAY 
APRIL 18

 
ELSTOB & ELSTOB
Ripon Business Park, Charter Road, 
Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 1AJ.
Tel: +44 (0)1677 333003
Fine Art, Antiques & Jewellery, 10.00 
(live online only)
elstobandelstob.co.uk 4

KENT AUCTION GALLERIES
Unit C, Highfield Estate, Bradley Road, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 6DD.
Tel: +44 (0)1303 246810
Antiques, Fine Furnishings, Art & 
Fashion, 10.00 
(live online only)
kentauctiongalleriesltd.co.uk

International 
auction advertising 

Potomack Auctions USA 25
Heritage Auctions USA 26
Hargesheimer Auctions Germany 26

 4   Find these auctioneers on thesaleroom.com where you can bid live on all or many of their auctions - check each auctioneer’s listing on the site for details

transit2insure.com

The convenient 
way to protect 
Fine Arts & 
Antiques in transit 

Great Value 
 Online Transit Insurance
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Live online only: live auctions listed as ‘live online only’ have no bidding in person and can be operated by the auctioneer remotely. Bids can be placed online and usually on commission  
and on the phone – check with the auction house for details. Latest updates available at antiquestradegazette.com/calendar

WILKINSON’S AUCTIONEERS
The Old Salerooms, 28 Netherhall 
Road, Doncaster, South Yorkshire, 
DN1 2PW.
Tel: +44 (0)1302 814884
Objets d’Art & Bijouterie, 10.00 
(live online only)
wilkinsons-auctioneers.co.uk 4

MONDAY 
APRIL 20

 
BOLTON AUCTION ROOMS
Breightmet Drive, Bolton, Greater 
Manchester, BL2 6EE.
Tel: +44 (0)1204 775121
General, 10.00 
(live online only)
boltonauction.co.uk 4

FELLOWS
Augusta House, 19 Augusta Street, 
Birmingham, West Midlands, 
B18 6JA.
Tel: +44 (0)1212 122131
Watches, 10.00 
(live online only)
fellows.co.uk 4

GORRINGE’S
15 North Street, Lewes,  
East Sussex, BN7 2PD.
Tel: +44 (0)1273 472503
Antiques & Fine Art, 10.00 
(live online only)
gorringes.co.uk 4

PIERS MOTLEY AUCTIONS
The Bicton Street Auction Rooms, 
Exmouth, Devon, EX8 2RT.
Tel: +44 (0)1395 267403
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00 
(live online only)
piersmotleyauctions.co.uk 4

TUESDAY 
APRIL 21

 
KINGSLEY AUCTIONS
112-118 Market Street, Hoylake, 
Wirral, Merseyside, CH47 3BG.
Tel: +44 (0)1516 325821
Antiques & Collectables, 10.30 
(live online only)
kingsleyauctions.blogspot.co.uk

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 22

 
BARRY HAWKINS 
The Auction Rooms, 15 Lynn Road, 
Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 9NL
Tel:+44 (0)1366 387180
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00  
(live online only)
barryhawkins.co.uk  4

C & T AUCTIONEERS
Unit 4 High House Business Park, 
High House Lane, Kenardington,  
Kent, TN26 2LF.
Tel:+44 (0)1233 510050
Brian L Davis Collection of Third Reich 
Insignia, 10.00  
(live online only)
candtauctions.co.uk 4

CATO CRANE AUCTIONEERS
6 Stanhope Street, Liverpool, L8 5RF.
Tel: +44 (0)1517 095559
Antiques, Fine Art & Collectables, 
10.00 
(live online only)
cato-crane.co.uk 4

CHAUCER AUCTIONS
Webster House, 24 Jesmond Street, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT19 5QW.
Tel: +44 (0)8451 304094
Autographs & Stamps, 10.00 
(live online only)
chaucercollectables.co.uk 4

CHISWICK AUCTIONS
1 Colville Road, London, W3 8BL.
Tel: +44 (0)20 8992 4442
A: Oriental Rugs & Carpets, 10.00
B: Modern & Post-War British Art, 
11.00
C: Islamic & Indian Art, 15.00 
(live online only)
chiswickauctions.co.uk 4

DENHAMS
Horsham Auction Galleries, Dorking 
Road, Warnham, West Sussex, 
RH12 3RZ.
Tel: +44 (0)1403 255699 / 253837
Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables, 
10.00
(live online only)
denhams.com 4

DIX NOONAN WEBB
16 Bolton Street, Mayfair,  
London, W1J 8BQ.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7016 1700
Coins, 10.00 
(live online only)
dnw.co.uk 4

GAVIN GARDINER
Sotheby’s, 34-35 New Bond Street, 
London, W1A 2AA.
Tel: +44 (0)1798 875300
Fine Modern & Vintage Sporting 
Guns, 14.00 
(live online only)
gavingardiner.com

LOCKDALES
52 Barrack Square, Martlesham 
Heath, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 3RF.
Tel: +44 (0)1473 627110
Jewellery, 09.30 
(live online only)
lockdales.com 4

PRO AUCTION
Unit 5, Midsomer Enterprise Park, 
Radstock Road, Bath, BA3 2BB.
Tel: +44 (0)1761 414000
Luxury Interiors, Furniture & 
Accessories, 10.30 
(live online only)
proauction.ltd.uk 4

SIMMONS GALLERY
P.O. Box 104, London, E11 1ND.
Tel: +44 (0)20 8989 8097
Medals, 10.00
(live online only)
simmonsgallery.co.uk

SPINK & SON
67-69 Southampton Row,  
London, WC1B 4ET.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7563 4000
Orders, Decorations & Medals, 10.00 
(live online only)
spink.com

STACEY’S
Essex Auction Rooms, 37 Websters 
Way, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 8JQ.
Tel: +44 (0)1268 777122
Antiques, Collectables & Jewellery, 
10.00 
(live online only)
staceyauction.com 4

WARWICK & WARWICK
Ballroom, Court House, Jury Street, 
Warwick, CV34 4EW.
Tel: +44 (0)1926 499031
Coins, Banknotes, Medals & Militaria, 
12.00
(post and email bids only)
warwickandwarwick.com

THURSDAY 
APRIL 23

 
FORUM AUCTIONS
220 Queenstown Road,  
London, SW8 4LP.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7871 2640
Books & Works on Paper, 13.00 
(live online only)
forumauctions.co.uk 4

PRO AUCTION
Unit 5, Midsomer Enterprise Park, 
Radstock Road, Bath, BA3 2BB.
Tel: +44 (0)1761 414000
Luxury Interiors, Furniture & 
Accessories, 10.30 
(live online only)
proauction.ltd.uk

PROP STORE
Great House Farm, Chenies, 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, 
WD3 6EP.
Tel: +44 (0)1494 766485
Cinema Posters, 12.00 
(live online only)
propstore.com 4

SPINK & SON
67-69 Southampton Row,  
London, WC1B 4ET.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7563 4000
Orders, Decorations & Medals, 10.00 
(live online only)
spink.com

WHITTON & LAING
32 Okehampton Street, 
Exeter, Devon, EX4 1DY.
Tel: +44 (0)1392 252621
Silver, Jewellery, Watches & Stamps, 
10.30 
(live online only)
whittonandlaingauctioneers.co.uk 4

FRIDAY 
APRIL 24

 
ACREMAN ST. ANTIQUES
121 Acreman Street, Sherborne, 
Dorset, DT9 3PH.
Tel: +44 (0)1935 508764
General Antiques & Fine Art, 11.00 
(live online only)
acremanstreetantiques.co.uk

MULBERRY BANK AUCTIONS
15 Kelvin Avenue, Hillington Park, 
Glasgow, G52 4LT.
Tel: +44 (0)1412 258181
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00 
(live online only)
mulberrybankauctions.com 4

SPORTINGOLD
Kings Hotel, Oxford Road, 
Stokenchurch, Buckinghamshire, 
HP14 3TA.
Tel: +44 (0)1494 565921
Sporting Memorabilia, 09.00 
(live online only)
sportingold.co.uk 4

STERLING VAULT
93-94 West Street, Farnham, Surrey, 
GU9 7EB.
Tel: +44 (0)1252 720815
Watches & Jewellery, 10.30 
(live online only)
sterlingvault.co.uk 4

SUTTON HILL FARM COUNTRY 
AUCTIONS
Coventry Road, Broughton Astley, 
Leicester, LE9 6QD.
Tel: +44 (0)1162 436922
Antiques, 13.00 
(live online only)
suttonhillfarmcountryauctions.com 4

SATURDAY 
APRIL 25

 
ANTIKBAR
404 King’s Road, London, SW10 0LJ.
Tel: +44 (0)20 7352 9309
Original Vintage Posters, 15.00 
(live online only)
antikbar.co.uk 4

EXCALIBUR AUCTIONS
Unit 10 Chilterness Business Centre, 
63-65 Woodside Road, Amersham, 
Hertfordshire, HP6 6SS.
Tel:+44 (0)20 3633 0913
Film & Music Memorabilia,  
Posters & Autographs 
(live online only) 
excaliburauctions.com 4

MULBERRY BANK AUCTIONS
15 Kelvin Avenue, Hillington Park, 
Glasgow, G52 4LT.
Tel: +44 (0)1412 258181
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00 
(live online only)
mulberrybankauctions.com 4

STAMFORD AUCTION ROOMS 
Unit 7, Meadow View Industrial Estate,
Uffington Road, Stamford, 
Lincolnshire, PE9 2EX.
Tel: +44 (0)1780 411485
Antiques, Collectables, Toys & 
Militaria  
(live online only)
stamfordauctions.com  4

THIMBLEBY & SHORLAND
Market House, 31 Great Knollys 
Street, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 7HU.
Tel: +44 (0)1189 508611
Antiques, General & Vehicles, 09.30 
(live online only)
tsauction.co.uk 4

YOUNGS AUCTION
24 Riverside Business Park, Dogflud 
Way, Farnham, Surrey, GU1 2QF.
Tel: +44 (0)1252 716082
Rare Books, Fine Art, Jewellery, Silver, 
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00 
(live online only)
youngsauctions.co.uk

SUNDAY 
APRIL 26

 
ALNWICK AUCTIONS
Unit 2, Station Yard, Alnwick, 
Northumberland, NE66 2NP.
Tel: +44 (0)1665 604379
General, 12.00 
(live online only)
alnwickauctions.co.uk 4

thesaleroom.com
The home of art & antiques auctions

Have you joined our Bidder Reward Scheme? 
The more you bid and buy, the more you can save

V is i t  o u r  H e l p  C e n t re  a t

thesaleroom.com

Don’t miss out, opt in now! 
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Artist’s Resale Right 
Advertisements in Antiques Trade Gazette may mention Artist’s Resale Right (ARR).  
Please refer to the information below for details. 
Living artists and the descendants of artists deceased within the last 70 years are entitled to receive 
a resale royalty each time their work is bought. The right applies only when the sale price reaches or 
exceeds the sterling equivalent of €1,000 and is calculated on a sliding scale.
Please note ARR is calculated in euros.  
Auctioneers will apply current exchange rates. 
Royalty Resale price 
4% up to €50,000

3% between €50,000.01 and €200,000

1% between €200,000.01 and €350,000

0.5% between €350,000.01 and €500,000

0.25% in excess of €500,000

Royalties are also capped so that the total amount of the royalty paid for any single sale of a work cannot exceed €12,500.  
ARR is exempt of VAT.

Buyer’s Premium:
A charge made by the auctioneer to the buyer as a 
percentage of the hammer price. This fee is usually 
subject to VAT.
Purchase price:
The hammer price and buyer’s premium plus VAT on 
the premium.
The buyer should establish the rate of buyer’s 
premium and other add-on costs such as VAT and 
factor them into prices prior to bidding. Auctioneers 
may also charge fees such as a minimum lot fee.
Lots consigned from outside the EU may also incur 
additional charges: look out for symbols denoting 
this in the cataloguing.
Payment:
Goods will be released only after arrangements for 
payment have been made. Check beforehand which 
forms of payment are accepted.
Internet bidding:
Online bidding allows you to follow an auction as it is 
happening via the internet and bid in real time against 
those in the room or on the telephone. To participate 

Buying at Auction - a general guide
Always read the auctioneer’s terms and conditions for full details.

in this way you need to register your details before 
the sale just as you would at the auction house.
Typically, the lot being sold will be shown on screen 
with the level of bidding displayed alongside. For the 
internet bidder it is then simply a matter of clicking 
to register a bid.
Storage and insurance:
An auctioneer will usually make it clear how soon 
after a sale a lot must be collected and what the 
storage fees might be for any delay.
Buyers who wish to collect purchases some time 
after the sale might consider taking out insurance 
for them while they are in storage. Failure to collect 
within the agreed deadline may lead to purchases 
being resold by the auctioneer.
Delivery:
If an auctioneer offers delivery, buyers will need 
to factor in the cost if they cannot make their own 
arrangements. 
If an auctioneer does not offer a delivery service, 
they will usually be able to refer the buyer to service 
providers who operate in their area.

Visit thesaleroom.com
for the latest timed auctions
McTear’s
Wine
ENDS 14/04/2020 19:09

Opus Auctioneers & Valuers
Decades of Glass
ENDS 15/04/2020 11:43

William George
Diamond Jewellery
ENDS 15/04/2020 19:00

William George
Diamonds & Set Jewellery
ENDS 16/04/2020 12:57

Wigan Auction House
Model Toys & Vintage Items
ENDS 16/04/2020 13:30

William George
Antiques & Collectables
ENDS 16/04/2020 18:00

William George
Antiques & Collectables
ENDS 17/04/2020 16:00

Warrington & Northwich Auction
Antiques & Collectables 
ENDS 19/04/2020 18:00

William George
Jewellery
ENDS 20/04/2020 18:56

Watches of Knightsbridge
Watches 
ENDS 20/04/2020 19:00

William George
Rare Coins & Sovereigns
ENDS 21/04/2020 12:37

William George
Fine Art & Sculpture
ENDS 22/04/2020 13:19

William George
Historical & Postal History
ENDS 23/04/2020 13:36

William George
Luxury Watches
ENDS 23/04/2020 18:00

McTear’s
Jewellery
ENDS 23/04/2020 19:00

Hutchinson Scott
Antiques & Collectables
ENDS 23/04/2020 22:00

Moore Allen & Innocent
Vintage & Antique Furniture
ENDS 26/04/2020 09:00

Auction Revolution
Antiques & Collectables 
ENDS 26/04/2020 19:00

McTear’s
Contemporary Pictures
ENDS 26/04/2020 19:00

William George
Staffordshire Estate Clearance
ENDS 26/04/2020 20:39

William George

Antiques & Collectables 

ENDS 29/04/2020 13:00

William George

Sports & Classic Cars

ENDS 30/04/2020 12:00

William George

Antiques & Collectables

ENDS 03/05/2020 18:00

McTear’s

Works of Art & Furniture

ENDS 03/05/2020 19:00

McTear’s

Paintings, Drawings & Prints

ENDS 03/05/2020 19:00

 

William George

Saleroom Collective

ENDS 05/05/2020 11:00

Southgate Auction Rooms

Paper, Ephemera & Collectables 

ENDS 05/05/2020 16:00

Gerrards Auction Rooms

Antiques & Collectables 

ENDS 07/05/2020 11:00

This is a selection of timed auctions on thesaleroom.com. Visit the website to see the full list.

Live online only: live auctions listed as ‘live online only’ have no bidding in person and can be operated by the auctioneer remotely. Bids can be placed online and usually on commission  
and on the phone – check with the auction house for details. Latest updates available at antiquestradegazette.com/calendar

PAX ROMANA AUCTIONS
25 Bury Place, Bloomsbury,  
London, WC1A 2JH.
Tel: +44 (0)7424 994167
Ancient Art, Coins, Antiquities  
& Jewellery, 14.00 
(live online only)
paxromanart.com 4

MONDAY 
APRIL 27

 
BOLTON AUCTION ROOMS
Breightmet Drive, Bolton, Greater 
Manchester, BL2 6EE.
Tel: +44 (0)1204 775121
General, 10.00 
(live online only)
boltonauction.co.uk 4

CLAYDON AUCTIONEERS
The Claydon Saleroom, Calvert Road, 
Middle Claydon, Buckinghamshire, 
MK18 2EZ.
Tel: +44 (0) 1296 714434
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00 
(live online only) 4

RICHARD WINTERTON 
The Lichfield Auction Centre, Wood 
End Lane, Fradley Park, Lichfield, 
Staffordshire, WS13 8NF. 
Tel: +44 (0)1543 251081 
Fine & Decorative Art, 10.00 
(live online only) 
richardwinterton.co.uk 4

TUESDAY 
APRIL 28

 
ASTON’S
Baylies’ Hall, Tower Street, Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY1 1NB.
Tel: +44 (0)1384 931001
Toys & Model Railways, 10.00 
(live online only)
astonsauctioneers.co.uk 4

CHISWICK AUCTIONS
1 Colville Road, London, W3 8BL.
Tel: +44 (0)20 8992 4442
From the Curious to the Extraordinary, 
11.00 
(live online only)
chiswickauctions.co.uk 4

KINGS RUSSELL AUCTIONEERS
Kent House, Rutland Gardens, 
London, SW7 1BX.
Tel: +44 (0)20 3773 2290
Fine Art, Silver, Jewellery &  
Objets de Vertu, 15.00 
(live online only)
kingsrussell.com 4

KINGSLEY AUCTIONS
112-118 Market Street, Hoylake, 
Wirral, Merseyside, CH47 3BG.
Tel: +44 (0)1516 325821
Antiques & Collectables, 10.30 
(live online only)
kingsleyauctions.blogspot.co.uk

PRO AUCTION
22-26 Druid Street, London, SE1 2EY.
Tel: +44 (0)1761 414000
Vintage Toys, Die-casts & Comics, 
10.00 
(live online only)
proauction.ltd.uk

WOTTON AUCTION ROOMS
Tabernacle Road, Wotton-under-
Edge, Gloucestershire, GL12 7EB.
Tel: +44 (0)1453 844733
Antiques & Collectables, 10.00 
(online only)
wottonauctionrooms.co.uk 4

Rachel Tolley Calendar Controller
racheltolley@antiquestradegazette.com 
+44 (0)20 3725 5606

Please inform us of changes to your 
forthcoming sales dates
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Poster artwork is star attraction
Original movie designs  
are drawing in buyers

Two institutions dominated   
bidding for the notebooks 
and correspondence of a 
significant Regency period 
female author at the Cotswold 
Auction Company i n 
Cheltenham last week. 

New Jersey’s Princeton 
University Library and the 
National Library of Ireland 
divided the spoils of a cache of Continued on page 8

Special feature
Entertainment 
Memorabilia
page 14-20

Unique artwork created to feature on film posters 
is proving to be a strong aspect of the popular 
entertainment collecting field.

The splendid example shown right, for the 1954 
film Creature from the Black Lagoon, is estimated 
at £2000-4000 as part of a large collection all 
produced by a Bradford printing firm that will go on 
offer at Surrey saleroom Ewbank’s later this month.

Meanwhile, concept artwork for Star Wars posters 
– always highly popular in their finished form – is 
also attracting high demand in London and US 
auctions.

Institutions flock to Edgeworth sale
primary source material 
relating to the prolific Anglo-
Irish writer Maria Edgeworth 
(1768-1849). Collectively the 11 
lots, found by specialist Jenny 
Low on a visit to a Cotswold 
cottage, totalled £148,000. 

The vendor, it emerged, was 
the goddaughter of a descendant 
of Frances Anne Beaufort 
(1769-1865), who had become 

Edgeworth’s stepmother when 
her father Richard Lovell 
Edgeworth (1744-1817) married 
for a fourth time.  Frances, a 
year younger than Maria, 
would be her confidante, travel 
companion and the recipient of 
most of her literary legacy. 

Two years ago, in February 
2018, the auction house sold a 
group of Edgeworth editions 

signed and inscribed to family 
members for around £4000.  
Low had been delighted to be 
asked back to inspect more of 
the collection at the end of 
2019.  

This time the unseen 
contents of several suitcases 
were the author’s most personal 

Above: an engraved portrait of 
Mrs Maria Edgeworth, 1808.
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Purchased for £1 from a 
Hertfordshire charity shop 
earlier this year, a Qianlong 
famille rose wall vase sold for 
£380,000 at Sworders in London 
last week. 

The lucky owner of the vessel 
– which is inscribed with an
imperial poem – was in the room
at the Westbury Hotel, Mayfair, on 
November 8 to watch it sell after a
10-minute contest that opened at
£40,000.

Unaware of the significance of 
his find, the vendor had been 

deluged with enquiries after 
brief ly listing it on eBay. 

Sworders appraised the vase 
at £50,000-80,000 and 

prompt ly  re ceive d  
interest at much higher 
levels before the sale.

The 8in (19cm) high pear-
shaped wall pocket with ruyi 
handles and a yellow sgraffito 
ground is inscribed with a poem 
praising incense alongside a yuti 
mark and two iron-red seal marks 
reading Qianlong chen han (‘the 
Qianlong Emperor’s own mark’) 
and Weijing weiyi (‘be precise, be 
undivided’).

Wall vases were one of 
Qianlong’s favourite porcelain 
forms. There are 320 in the Palace 
Museum, with this vase identical to 
a pair in the collection, save their 
differing texts. 

The choice of poem (one written 
by the emperor as a prince prior to 
his accession) probably dates this 
vase to the early 1740s. 

Charity shop find 
sold for £380,000

More Asian art news on page 4

Continued on page 6
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THE ART MARKET WEEKLY

A High Court judge has turned down an 
attempt by a group of dealers and collectors 
of antique ivory to stop the Ivory Act 2018 
coming into force, writes Noelle McElhatton.

However, Mr Justice Robert Jay allowed 
room for FACT (the Friends of Antique and 
Cultural Treasures Limited) to apply for an 
appeal, which the group has decided to 
pursue.

In a 100-page judgment, published on 
November 5, the judge declared himself 
“sympathetic” to arguments that FACT 
made in court in October (ATG No 2414).

Meanwhile DEFRA, the defendant in 
the judicial review, has said it will “press 
ahead” with bringing the act into force. 

Christie’s is in consultation with staff 
following a review of its education division, 
writes Laura Chesters.

Christie’s Education will close with its 
courses absorbed into the firm’s wider 
business. The plan is to focus on online and 
non-degree education courses, ending 
traditional higher education graduate 
degree programmes.

The proposed restructuring will not 
impact the current class of enrolled Master’s 
degree students who will finish during the 
2019-20 academic year. However, the 
Master’s degree programme will then cease. 

The proposed restructuring plan 
integrates the Continuing Education and 
Online Education departments into the 
main Christie’s company. 

Appeal planned after 
High Court legal bid to 
stop Ivory Act fails

Christie’s Education 
set for restructure

Left and above: two views of the Qianlong wall pocket c.1740-50 – 
£380,000 (plus buyer’s premium) at Sworders on November 8.
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www.koopman.art
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Letters & Opinion

“We survived those 
extraordinary 
times and will 
survive and 
prosper again

Write to editor-at-large Noelle McElhatton at:
editorial@antiquestradegazette.com

MADAM – I am writing to you from 
home – Sworders’ offices in Hertford 
and London and our saleroom in 
Stansted Mountfitchet all closed and 
our staff now ‘WFH’.

The Coronavirus pandemic has 
led to the shutdown of economic 
activity on a scale we could not have 
imagined only a few weeks ago. 
‘Social distancing’ and calls for the 
population to remain at home have 
rightly been called 
unprecedented.

Have we ever 
experienced anything 
like this in our 
lifetimes? Not quite.

However, daily 
press briefings from 
Downing Street, 
which bring many of 
us together around our 
TV sets before reaching 
for a stiff G&T, do remind me of news 
briefings during the 1982 Falklands 
War. These were also required 
viewing. In the days before global 
media coverage and mobile phones, 
they were the nation’s only insight 
into events unfolding on the other 
side of the world.

We watched in fascinated horror 
as ships were sunk, with horrendous 
loss of life and injury, and our troops 
landed at San Carlos Water and 

News from the home office
‘yomped’ across the island. 

These were delivered by a career 
civil servant, Ian McDonald, with 
the most extraordinarily lugubrious 
and deadpan delivery which was 
supposed to keep the nation calm 
in the face of such a risky venture, 
undertaken to recover islands in the 
far South Atlantic that most of us had 
never heard of before.

Nearly 10 years earlier, we 
experienced ‘The 
Three Day Week’ as 
a country dubbed the 
‘sick man of Europe’ 
struggled to come 
to terms with oil 
shortages, crippling 
inflation and the 
miners’ strike which 
led to power stations 
closing and the nation 
grinding to a halt.

I remember huddling around an 
open fire by candlelight during power 
cuts several times a week and queuing 
to collect petrol vouchers, which 
fortunately were never used.

These, of course are not 
comparable with our current 
situation, but do give me solace. We 
survived these extraordinary times 
and will survive and prosper again.

Guy Schooling, chairman, Sworders

MADAM – The Art Market report in ATG No 
2436 of the sale of Terence Cuneo painting 
Evening Star at Full Steam at Sworders has 
come off the rails at a couple of points.

Evening Star, as the last of a class of 251 
similar engines, was indeed the last steam-
powered locomotive to be constructed by 
British Railways in March 1960 and as such 
was always earmarked for preservation.

Only five years later it was withdrawn 
from service after suffering collision 
damage and was set aside for eventual 
preservation.

Contrary to your report, steam motive 
power continued on BR for a further three 
years before its eventual demise in August 
1968.

Further, the painting does not depict 
Evening Star “hauling passenger carriages 
at her top speed of 90mph” as the wagons 
of a goods train can clearly be seen behind 
the engine.

Any attempt to haul a goods train at 
such a speed would have resulted in the 
wagons and their contents joining the 
scenery in spectacular fashion.

Jim Barnes, retired trainspotter
Guthrie, Angus

ATG replies: apologies for the errors – and 
thanks also to the other readers, such as 
Paul Tetlaw, who pointed them out. We will 
amend the online version of this story.

Evening Star: you came off the rails

Redmile: creative designer, not architect
MADAM – regarding the Auction Report in 
ATG No 2436, Anthony Redmile was not an 
architect, but a creative designer.

Also, he was born in 1937, not 1945.

Harold Gould (close friend 1961-97) 
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A late 19th century William and Mary style ebonised 

bracket clock with bracket. Marked with Payne, 

163 New Bond Street, London. Sold for £1,150 by 

Hutchinson Scott. Collected, packed and hand delivered 

by Mail Boxes Etc. York.

“I want to thank you for your 
excellent service throughout! 

My item was beautifully packed.”
N. Beaumot - Auction Logistics customer
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